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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The campaign season is at long last behind us! We have a new President and change
seems to be in the air. But not all of our elections are over — you will notice in your newsletter
that it is time to elect officers again for SCHC. Now is your opportunity to serve if you feel so led.
Nominate yourself or anyone else you believe is committed to working for the horses, horse people and horse industry of South Carolina. Your Nominating Committee has selected a slate of
officers but we NEED your input — and nominations are accepted from the floor.
If it is election time, it must mean it’s time for the 2009 Annual EXPO, silent auction and
used tack sale. Mark those calendars for Saturday, February 7th at the Circle M Arena in Pelzer.
Many of you have joined us at the Circle M in the past and we are grateful for the generous support of the McCleer’s.
Change has certainly been a buzzword for the SCHC this year. We have achieved a
solid financial footing, published four quarterly newsletters, celebrated a VERY successful Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference, awarded a 46% increase in scholarship amounts, sponsored several equine management seminars across the state, partnered with three counties in
exploring possible equestrian facilities and donated $3,550 to aid various equine organizations.
For 2009, with approval from the membership, we plan to apply for our Federal tax exemption as
a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, which will enable us to apply for various grants and sponsorships to increase our outreach in the equine community. Squarely on our radar screen is to
once again push for the passage of the “Nickel a Bag” feed assessment and to begin the process of funding a new equine census. We are actively building partnerships with other equine
organizations both across the state and with neighboring states (notably Georgia, North Carolina
and Florida). We are developing an equine advisory committee to your Board of Directors to
ensure that we are truly hearing the voices of the horse industry in SC. Change is truly good.
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REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
Enjoy the holiday season — celebrate your horse and your relationship with that horse
and the peace and joy he/she brings to your life.
Take care and go hug a horse.
Carol

IN APPRECIATION.....
To Bobby Anderson - Past President & Charter Member of the SC Horsemen’s Council,
On behalf of the South Carolina Horsemen’s Council, please accept this letter as a
token of the appreciation the horses and horse people of the state of SC have for the tireless efforts you have put forth over the years for the equine industry in our state. You believed in the vitality of this industry and have promoted the positive impact it has had and
will continue to have on the economic development in SC.
You were instrumental in setting the agenda for this organization to be a voice for
the horse industry and you aided in its growth and development over the years of its existence. You saw the South Carolina Horsemen’s Council push our state forward on a number of fronts — ranging from health and welfare issues (Coggins testing, emergency preparedness), trails and tourism, to an equine census that helped to open the eyes as to the economic impact of our industry.
You believed in the potential for this organization to make a difference. Because
most volunteer organizations depend on a small core of advocates to be successful, you
stepped up many times to do what needed to be done when no one else was available. For
all these things and for countless others, we thank you.
SCHC Board of Directors

SCHC Office
2704 Bridgewater
Road
Rock Hill, SC 29730
schorsecouncil1@aol.com

www.schorsecouncil.org
803-328-8450
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SGT. Crusader (1982-11 November 2008) – a Valiant Veteran of SC’s Equine Industry
(by Mary Ellen Tobias, SCDA Equine Specialist)

Celebrating Youth Accomplishments

(by Carol Deacon)

Picture of Jenna

Jenna Bale, a youth member who lives in District 2, qualified to compete with her
horse, Cordero, in the 26th annual national Bengt Ljungquist Memoral Championship Finals (a national dressage competition). With a considerable amount of excitement, Jenna joined 516 fellow competitors at the Virginia Horse Center in Lexington, VA in late October. Finals day dawned with a downpour which barely dampened the anticipation. Jenna and Cory warmed up beautifully and when it was their
appointed time to trot down the centerline, they were ready. Jenna and Cory delivered a beautiful test and finished ninth in extremely good company. They enjoyed
their victory gallop and certainly did South Carolina proud.
Jenna and Cordero also qualified for the 2008 Blue Ridge Hunter Jumper Association Junior Equitation Finals. On a glorious autumn day in Landrum, SC, Jenna and
Cory competed with 10 other finalists and were awarded Reserve Champion.
Jenna and Cory are just one example of the equestrian accomplishment in the competition arena. Take some time to congratulate all these young ladies and gentlemen
who spend countless hours preparing themselves and their horses for competitions across SC and the USA. These young people are following a proud tradition of horsemanship in SC. Good job all!!!

Youth 4-H Activities
Bennettsville, SC 4-H Gathering (by Daphne Hill)
On Sunday October 5, 2008 at the Bennettsville Community
Center many gathered from all across S.C. to celebrate the
100th anniversary of 4-H. The celebration was filled with many
personal stories at how 4-H had positively affected alumni. The
4-H Club was developed from attempts to improve rural education and teach new agricultural methods in the early 1900’s.
Since 1908 4-H has proven their motto, “To Make the Best
Better”. The clubs have spread into many areas of interest and
most include a Horse Club.
Some historical 4-H facts:
• 1902 4-H Clubs form in mid-west

•
•
•
•
•
•

1908 4-H Boys Club formed in Marlboro County
(first in S.C. and Bennettsville)
1910 4-H Girls Club formed in Aiken
1914 4-H Cooperative Extension Formed
1918 4-H Term 4-H Club is coined
1924 4-H Emblem Clover is accepted
1927 4-H Pledge and motto are adopted

4-H Pledge
I pledge my HEAD to clearer thinking;
My HEART to greater loyalty;
My HANDS to larger service; &
My HEALTH to better living for my club, my
community, my country and my world.

South Carolina 4-H’ers Compete at
National 4-H Round Up
(by Diane Palmer, 864-656-4741 spalmer@clemson.edu)
CLEMSON Nov 18, 2008 - Six South Carolina 4-H’ers
competed at the Eastern Nationals 4-H Horse RoundUp in
Louisville, Ky. 4-H’ers show their horse-management and
communication skills and equine knowledge at the roundup.
More than 350 4-H members from 30 states competed in
the contest, which is part of the North American International Livestock Exposition.
The results involving South Carolina 4-Hers are:
.Team Demonstration - Reserve Champions:
Haley Bishop and Ben House, Lexington County,
riding “It’s a Gut Feeling.”
.Hippology (horse-judging phase) - First Place:
Jesse Privett, Richland County
.Hippology (Team Problem Phase) - 10th
Place: Joye Dimsdale, Lucas Dimsdale, Cody McMillion and Jesse Privette, Richland County
For more information about 4-H, visit www.clemson.edu/4h
or contact your county Clemson University Cooperative
Extension office.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS—STATE FAIR

(by Carol Deacon)
A NOTE FROM CODY......

Cody McMillion, Dear South Carolina Horsemen’s Council:
shown with Carol
I would like to express my sincere gratitude
Deacon, President of
for the scholarship money received to further
education. I would also like to say how
my the SCHC, was the
honored I recipient of the am to receive this award. Your generosity and
support encourages equestrians across the state
SCHC $1200
to
showcase our abilities and knowledge in the
Scholarship award.
equine field. I look forward to seeing how this
competition expands in the coming year.
Yours truly,
Cody Noel McMillion

2008 SC Equine Industry Scholarship
Participants

Cassie Jackson
was second place
winner, shown here
with Sterling Sadler
of the SC Farm
Bureau Equine
Committee.

South Carolina Equine Industry Scholarship

Cody Noel McMillion

- Hopkins

Cassie Jackson

- Florence

Megan Sills

- Florence

Paula Kramer

- Charleston

Ashlyn Bassett

- Richburg

Leona Parr

- Newberry

Amanda Hendrix

- Eastover

Jessica Rawl

- Wagener

Laura Hunsucker

- Rock Hill

Allison Merritt

- Simpsonville

Rose O’Connor

- Sumter

Meredith Cox

- Florence

Morgan Finch

- Florence

2008 saw a 30% increase in the number of applicants for the SC Equine Industry Scholarship awards and a 46% increase in the
award amounts. The SC Equine Industry Scholarships are sponsored by the SC Horsemen’s Council for $1200 and by SC Farm
Bureau for $1000. Thirteen young ladies participated in the event that was open to SC residents in grades 10 –12, or to those
enrolled in a 4-year college program or a recognized technical college program. Cody Noel McMillion of Hopkins won the
$1200 SC Horsemen’s Council first place scholarship and Cassie Jackson of Florence won the $1000 SC Farm Bureau second
place scholarship.
In addition to participating in the State Fair Horse Show, candidates submitted a resume and were interviewed by three equine
industry professionals. Candidates also took a written knowledge assessment consisting of 50 questions covering various aspects of equine husbandry and the equine industry.
They also showcased their skills in showmanship and horsemanship. Both hunt seat and western disciplines were equally on
display. The participants enjoyed the process and the winners were thrilled to receive their scholarships. Please congratulate
these young women on their achievements.
SC Horsemen’s Council and the SC Farm Bureau look forward to watching this event continue to grow in the coming years.

Page 4

SC Horsemen’s Council Update—December 2008

SC Horsemen’s Council Scholarship Fund
Used Tack Sale at SCHC Expo, Feb. 7, 2009
(by Carole Bale)
Please consider donating your older blankets and tack to the
Used Tack Sale for the SCHC Scholarship Fund. The tack
sale will be held at the Annual Meeting and Expo in Pelzer,
SC at the Circle M Ranch on Feb. 7, 2009. The scholarship,
open to all 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, as well as students
enrolled in either a 4-year or recognized technical college
program, is a
wonderful opportunity for all young equestrians.
The sale of used tack at last year’s SCHC Expo allowed us to
more than double the scholarship funds available to Cody
McMillion from $500 to $1,200, so please do not underestimate your contribution! We will gladly take any of your old
pads, tack, sadly outgrown breeches or hats. I’ll even clean
that grimy old saddle you want to get rid of! Just send me an
e-mail and we can figure out the best way to collect your donations.
Also, please be sure to encourage all of the young equestrians
you know to apply for the scholarship. The SC Equine
Industry Scholarship is awarded each year in conjunction with
the South Carolina State Fair. To be eligible, students must
submit a re- sume, interview with 3 equine industry
professionals, and pass a written assessment of 50 questions
covering various aspects of equine husbandry and the equine
industry. Additionally, candidates are asked to showcase
their skills at the SC State Fair. All disciplines of riding are
encouraged to apply. More information is available at the
SCHC website:
www.schorsecouncil.org or by e-mail at

SCHC Scholarship Application Process
Applicants must be a South Carolina resident and enrolled in
grades 10 - 12 or enrolled in a college or technical college.
Applicants must be 19 years of age or younger on January 1st
of the scholarship year.
The application form and guidelines may be found on the
S.C. State Fair website - www. scstatefair.org. Each applicant
must be an exhibitor at the S.C. State Fair Youth Horse Show
in the year of application. Entries may be made online between August 1 - 31 each year. The entry deadline is August
31st.
An official scholarship program entry form and resume`
must be submitted to the scholarship program coordinator
in September of the year of application. Previous scholarship
winners are ineligible.

SOMETHING COOL TO SEE
“THE HORSE”
If you can get to New York before January 2009, you MUST
go to the American Museum of Natural History, and visit the
coolest exhibit titled “The Horse”. This is a very wideranging exhibit which explores and celebrates the extraordinary relationship between man and the horse. If your travel
plans don’t include a trip north — visit the website for an
“almost as good as being there” internet experience. You
can see videos, take a quiz, make your own “horsey stationery and generally broaden your knowledge of this most wonderful creature that we all love.
www.amnhorg/exhibitions/horse

schorsecouncil1@aol.com.
Thank you for your time and efforts to help our future. Please
tell your friends.
(by Betty Rankin)

Three Dog Farm

501-C-3 Tax Exempt Status

The committee has completed proposed changes to the Bylaws which are necessary to satisfy
applying for 501 (c ) (3) status. The process involved changing the format for the Bylaws. After
Board approval, these new Bylaws will be mailed to the general membership for review at least
30 days prior to the February 7, 2009, Annual Meeting . Assuming the vote is to accept the new
Bylaws, the Council will submit the 1023 Application and documentation to the IRS requesting a
change in our tax exempt organizational status from 501 (c ) (5) Agricultural /Horticultural to 501
(c ) (3). This change in tax exempt status will provide numerous tax benefits to all members and
supporters. It will allow donations from individuals as well as businesses to be tax deductible.
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New Board Members - The Board of Directors recently voted to fill vacancies on the Board with
some outstanding new horse people. It is our pleasure to introduce them to you. They must be
confirmed by the general membership at the annual meeting Feb 7, 2009.
Anne Kennedy – District 5
Anne is an avid horse person who, along with her husband, Mark, owns
and operates Camelot Farms (www.camelotfarmshorses.com) at St Helena
Island near Beaufort, SC. They offer full service boarding, training, horsemanship instruction, showing, and breeding facilities with lots of miles of
riding trails along the beautiful coastal area of SC. Anne breeds, trains,
shows, and trail rides her Champion Rocky Mountain and Kentucky Mountain Horses and Tennessee Walking Horses. She has three grown children
and three grandchildren. Anne graduated from the University of North
Carolina and retired from Upjohn PHA as a Cytotechnologist. She belongs
to the Beaufort Chamber of Commerce, TWHBEA, RMSHA, and KMSHA.
In her spare time, she enjoys painting (and is very good at it).
BB Weavil – District 5
BB is married to Steve Weavil, President of Kicking Horse Equine Productsa sponsor of our Annual Expo (www.kickinghorsellc.com). They live in Mt.
Pleasant, SC and have two grown daughters, one married and one about to
be married, and one grandson, aged 2. BB owns 2 Missouri Fox Trotters and
1 Tennessee Walker. She showed Fox Trotters for 2 years and has now
taken to the trails. She enjoys riding all her horses and exploring such trails
as Mullet Hall, Florida Greenway in Ocala, FL., Moses Cone, Lakeview
Plantation, Hobcaw Plantation and is getting ready to venture to Big South
Fork near Jamestown, TN. She is very active in the Lowcountry Saddle Club
on John’s Island, SC and recently participated in their Open Extreme Trail
Ride at Mullet Hall. She participates through riding, sponsoring and helping
to judge. BB received her BA degree from Converse College in
Spartanburg, SC and did graduate work at Clemson University in Urban
Planning. She worked with the Greenville County Planning Commission, coowner of Southcoast Builders, LLC (residential homebuilding) and is now
retired. She owned and ran a horse farm for 3 years in Meggett, SC. In her
spare time, BB enjoys tennis, boating & fishing with her husband

David Grant – District 3
David and his wife live on a horse farm near Florence, SC. They have two
grown daughters. He is co-owner of Chick-A-Ray Poultry in Hartsville, SC.
David is an avid horseman; he is active as a breeder, trainer, and rider of
Marsh Tacky horses, currently housing about 15 on his farm. He is active
in the Carolina Marsh Tacky Horse Association. He is an avid hunter and
loves to take his horses on boar hunting excursions. David has his own
website (www.carolinamarshtacky.com) which is chock full of information
on the Marsh Tacky breed and their place in SC history.
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SCHC Volunteers (by Cecil Watkins)
All of us who perform work for the SC Horsemen’s Council are volunteers. We appreciate the people who have volunteered to serve on the Board and those who help with various committees. This is the only way we can make progress for our organization. Every now and then someone steps forward and indicates their willingness to help who has
a unique talent and fills a very important need for us. We recently had such a person volunteer to help write our
newsletter. We are thrilled to have someone with her skills who is willing to devote some of her time to help this organization. We would like to tell you a little about Sylvia Roper.
Newsletter Editor—Sylvia Roper
Sylvia has agreed to help us with our newsletter and other publications. Sylvia and her
husband Joel live in Simpsonville. They have a daughter Joy; son-in-law Gary; and two
beautiful grandchildren: Mikalah, age 10 and Kevan, age 6. She is currently employed
part-time as administrative assistant in the corporate office of Mount Vernon Mills in
Mauldin, SC. She is proficient in creative writing and computer publishing programs.
She and Joel own four Tennessee Walking Horses. They enjoy trail riding and overnight camping trips with friends – four legged and two legged. They have camped and
ridden in Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, Kentucky, and of
course, South Carolina. Sylvia is a member of Standing Springs Baptist Church and
former SS teacher of 4th grade. Other organizations she belongs to are: the Piedmont
Saddle Club; South Carolina Equestrian Ministries (secretary/treasurer for 4 years);
Grace Equestrian Ministries (affiliate of SCEM) where she is currently secretary/
newsletter editor; partner member of Happy Trails Cowboy Church, for which she
produces a weekly newsletter. A member of the Christian Writers Den in Simpsonville, Sylvia is the author of “On The Wings of Heaven”, a true story about her husband’s horse, Abbey, who died last August at the age of 27. The story is featured in
MARES: Ya Gotta Love ‘Em by Betsy Kelleher. All of Betsy’s books can be found at
and purchased through Ms. Kelleher’s website: (http://www.goduseshorses.com).

Elections Feb.7, 2009 At Circle M Ranch, Pelzer, SC (by Cecil Watkins)
Several terms on the Board of Directors are expiring this year and
must be voted on at the Annual Meeting on Feb 7, 2009. Following
positions must be voted on:
• President
• First Vice-President
• One Director District 4
• Two Directors District 3
• Two Directors District 5
• One Director at Large
The Nominating Committee recommends the following candidates
for the open Board seats:
• President - Carol Deacon
• First Vice-President - Cecil Watkins
• One Director District 4 • Two Directors District 3 - David Grant,
• Two Directors District 5 - BB Weavil & Anne Kennedy
• One Director at Large -

The profiles of incumbent candidates can be found on the
SCHC website. New candidates are profiled in this newsletter. Remember that nominations can be made by any member in good standing from the floor at the Annual Meeting.
We encourage you to make recommendations of fellow
horse people that you believe will do a good job for the
Council.
Hayward Simmons at lakeviewplantation@barnwellsc.com or
875 Cedar Knoll Rd, Fairfax, SC 29827, or 803-584-0689 is
the Chairman of the Nominating Committee and has asked
for recommendations from the general
membership. Nominating Committee members are:
District 1: Terry Boger
District 2: Mary Quarles
District 3: Cecil Watkins
District 4: Hayward
Simmons District 5: BB
Weavil
Please come to the Annual meeting and cast your vote for
who you want to lead this organization

SC Horsemen’s Council Update—December 2008
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Annual Meeting & Expo Saturday, Feb 7, 2009
(by Kaye Watkins & Terry Boger)

The 2009 Annual Meeting and Equine Expo is taking shape and should be even better than last year’s, which
was the most successful yet. The Planning committee has been hard at work securing exhibitors, sponsors,
and speakers. We are working hard to focus this Expo on our youth. We are requesting youth participation
in demos, parade of breeds, and special activities. A few of the new demonstrations/clinics we are looking
forward to are:
J.M. “Mike” Kinsey of Kinsey Horsemanship - “Start ’em Right”
Charlotte Cannon of Fox Point Farm - ”Parelli for Kids”
Anne & Mark Kennedy of Camelot Farms - “Stick Horse Contest”
We encourage everyone to come, bring your families and friends and spend an exciting day around a variety of horse activities and events. We will have lots of vendors, good programs, good food, and an opportunity to network with horse people from across the state. If you are a SCHC member, you will be admitted
free of charge. If you are not a member, the cost is $5 per person which can be applied toward your membership fee. Children 6 and under will be admitted free. If you have not yet joined, you can fill out an application now and your dues will be paid through 2009.
This year’s event will again be held in the beautiful heated arena at the Circle M Ranch in Pelzer, SC with a
great restaurant and tack shop on the premises. See our flyer in this newsletter. For more information contact Terry Boger at 864-679-1229, Kaye Watkins at 843-339-2903, or Merry Worsham at 864-243-0099.
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2008 SETC Final Report (by Jim Edwards)
2008 WHO'S WHO of Volunteers for SETC
As earlier reported, the 2008 Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference (SETC) was a great success.
Much of this is the direct result of the energy, enthusiasm, and hard work of the many volunteers.
Special thanks is afforded to those who gave their time, efforts, and imagination for eighteen months
prior to July 31, August 2, 2008.
Thanks go to the general members of the South Carolina Horsemen's Council who were involved
throughout the entire process. Chris Prindle, David Long, Butch Kennedy, and Alice Riddle were in this
group.
SCHC members who aided in planning and assisted at the conference were George Patterson, Ray Tanner, Anne Edwards, and Reed Edwards.
Thanks to many support persons and a variety of agency personnel who were involved. These included
Joe Robles, USFS; Alice Riddle, USFS; Joel Felder, SCFC; Russell Hubright, SCFC; Harvey Belser, SCFC;
Brian Davis, SCFC; Mary Ellen Tobias, SC Department of Agriculture; Wendy Jackson, Charleston County
Parks and Recreation; Phil Macchia, Charleston County Parks and Recreation; and Mary Watts, Equine
Network.
Also a big thanks to those SCHC Board Members who greatly assisted in the success of SETC, 2008.
Thanks to Cecil Watkins, Kaye Watkins, Bill Steele, Carol Deacon, Donna Patterson, Mary Quarles,
Terry Boger, Hayward Simmons, and Tim Sigmon.
As noted in previous Newsletters, the Board of Directors of the SCHC consists entirely of volunteer
members. Without the support of the general membership and others who are supportive of the equine
interest in this State, the SCHC could not be successful. The results achieved through the efforts of the
many volunteers show that when many put their diverse talents to work, success will follow. The conference in Charleston is tangible evidence that this can happen.
Thank you to ALL,
Jim Edwards, Chairman SETC 2008
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THINGS I LEARNED ON MY FIRST TRIP TO CATALOOCHEE (By Debbie Nelms, member and newsletter editor of the Pendleton Ar ea
Saddle Club )
Ever since I have been a member of PASC, I have heard stories about past Club rides at Cataloochee, and I have always wanted to go there. Well, it took the
Club about 16 YEARS to put a Cataloochee ride on the calendar, but they finally did it in 2008. Now, I have my own stories to tell!
Let me begin by saying that one of the things I have always dreaded about going to Cataloochee was driving the last 10-12 miles into the park on what is most
definitely one of the most challenging roads I have ever pulled a horse trailer on. Now that I have done it, I really don’t think it was all that bad—that is if you don’t
count the fact that my truck’s transmission decided to overheat and leave a trail of transmission fluid behind! Thank God, and I do mean thank God, I backed my
trailer into my campsite before I even realized there was a problem. That realization didn’t come until I decided to adjust my trailer a little in the site and learned
that my truck wasn’t going to move either forward or in reverse! Oh well, that was a problem that could be dealt with on another day. We were there, and we
were ready to begin our Cataloochee adventures.
Joining me on this ride were Dolly and Theron Jackson; Lori, Sky and “Bird” Clark; and Judy and Scott Williams. This may seem like a fairly small group, but a
barrel of monkeys could not have had more fun than we did! I can’t remember the last time that we had a couple of youngsters join us for a camping trip, and
although Lori and her children, Sky and Bird, did not ride with us, we all enjoyed their company. Lori has done an excellent job of making Sky and Bird aware of
their environment and teaching them about all the creepy, crawly creatures that inhabit the forest. Bird found lots of new “best friends,” including several centipedes and other insects that I couldn’t identify, and he and Sky both enjoyed playing in the creek while searching for salamanders. They even made good use of a
ball and bat that my two boys used to play with on camping trips before they grew up and traded in their horse camping trips for bass tournaments, fast vehicles,
and girls!!!!
Now, that I have sort of set the tone, I am going to list for you ten of the things I learned on my first Cataloochee trip. Keep in mind that these are in no particular order, but I do think I have saved the best for last.
1.) Bears do live in the Great Smoky Mountains. No, we did not see any bears, but we did see evidence (if you know what I mean). Also, I learned that Judy
is an expert “bear sniffer.” This simply means that she knows how a bear smells and that she can let you know when one is nearby. It does not mean that she sniffs
bears. That might be a little dangerous, and even though Judy is one of the craziest people I know, I don’t think she is that stupid!
2.) Elk, deer, and wild turkeys also live in the Great Smoky Mountains. Even though we did not see any elk while we were out on the trail, we did see a
few of the bulls and also some of the cows and their young in the big fields close to the Rangers’ Station and the Caldwell House. What we did see while we were
riding; however, was one of the prettiest deer I have ever seen. She was all settled in for an afternoon rest in a little valley below one of the trails we were riding
on. As I looked down at her, she looked up with her big dark eyes. What really amazed me was that the inside of her ears were a beautiful pastel pink. It was
definitely a Kodak moment, without the Kodak!
3.) My horse, Fancy, thinks waterfalls on the side of the road are water monsters that are capable of eating full-grown horses in one bite. Now, this
might not have been much of a problem if it had not been for the cliff on the other side of the road, but I must admit that I got a little out of my comfort zone when
Fancy started trying to get away from the water monster. All I could do was encourage her to go forward rather than to the side, and she really wasn’t in the frame
of mind to listen to much of what I had to say. Thank God, and I do mean thank God again, the other horses were in front of her, so she decided to go
forward just inches before she sent me and her both over the edge. I am still having nightmares about this one! Do you get it? Fancy is a mare = night MARES!
4.) Timber rattlers, copperheads, and many other varieties of snakes also live in the Great Smoky Mountains. Thanks to Theron and Red’s keen
sight, we avoided a confrontation with a Timber rattler that could have been pretty traumatic. We were just getting to the top of a hill where Scott and Judy knew
there were some hitching posts. Our original plan was to take a break there, but once the large rattler was spotted, we decided that might not be a good idea.
The snake didn’t like us being there any more than we liked him being there. He was already rattling when we topped the hill, but he then proceeded to coil and
watch every move we made. Once he realized that we were not a threat, he uncoiled and went on his way.
5.) The cabins along the trails at Cataloochee can be very useful. Not long after we left the rattlesnake, we came upon a beautiful old cabin in the forest.
Just as we got there, it started to sprinkle rain, so we tied our horses and draped our ponchos over the saddles. Minutes after we got into the cabin, it came one of
the hardest rains I have ever seen while out riding. It even hailed! It was obvious that this cabin hadn’t been inhabited in quite some time, but that all changed the
day we were there. It quickly became the happy home for five weary trail riders for at least 1 1/2 hours. We even ate lunch while we were there!
6.) It’s good to have other users on the trail to warn you of possible danger. At one point in the trail, we came to a bridge that Judy and Scott had told us
would sometimes spook your horse if you tried to ride over it, mainly because of the noise. It just so happened that there were two older gentlemen fishing there
who warned us of a very large hornet nest hanging under the bridge. Scott, being the outdoorsman that he is, went to investigate and said, “Yep, that’s one of the
biggest hornet nests I have ever seen.” Since turning back was not an option and since I am allergic to bees, Scott suggested that we get off our horses and walk as
quietly as we could one at a time across the bridge. Scott’s strategy worked, and those hornets never knew we were there. Boy, it feels good to put one over on
Mother Nature!
7.) Primitive camping is really not as bad as some people think. I have to admit that I have become a little spoiled by having water and power hookups at
most of the campgrounds we go to, but I can honestly say that I really didn’t miss it while we were at Cataloochee. The nearby creek provided cool, clean water
for our horses, and Scott and Theron have both mastered the dutch oven. Theron even cooked a chicken pot pie dish and an apple crisp by stacking his two dutch
ovens. Butch, you would have been so proud!
8.) Great friends are worth a million! Earlier in this article, I wrote about my truck leaking transmission fluid on the way up the mountain to Cataloochee.
Lori, Scott, and Theron tag-teamed this problem and made sure that my truck had all the pulling power it needed to make it back home. Lori had to go to her
house the second day we were there, so she stopped and bought me a gallon of fluid. Without knowing what type I needed, she bought something that was totally
compatible and just the right amount. Scott and Theron put the fluid in and kept checking to make sure that my truck was retaining it. I never lost any on the way
home, and I thank all of you for helping me out during my time of need. You are angels!
9.) The trails can be tough on horses. On Wednesday, we decided to ride to the big Poplar. The trail leading to it was one of the most challenging I have ever
been on. It was a very steep climb, and the horses stopped a lot on the way up to rest. Scott’s horse, Stony, is probably one of the most athletic horses that went
on this trip, but that did not keep him from tying up that evening. Scott treated him with medications, and we warmed him up with blankets. We also walked him
and kept him out of the tie stall so that he could move around. Thankfully, Stony survived that ride, and Scott says he is doing great. Other horses haven’t been as
lucky, as Judy and Scott have witnessed. Oh, by the way, that poplar was HUGE! Scott and Theron agreed that they had finally found a tree big enough to take
bathroom breaks behind!
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Cataloochee......
10.) You can wake a bat up in the middle of the day. Now, I must admit that I am not the smartest person around, but I swear that I have
always been told that bats go into a coma-like state during the day and that they only wake up at night to
hunt, etc. WRONG!!! One of the old homes that we rode up on in the forest was once owned by the
Woody family. Well, they did have a beautiful place, so me, Dolly, Theron, and Judy decided to take a look
inside while Scott stayed outside. After spending a few minutes downstairs, we went up the steps to see
what treasures we could find. The first thing that caught our eye was a bat hanging upside down from a
window sill in one of the bedrooms. Now, I had never seen a bat up close before, so I decided to get a
better look. I was eyeball to eyeball with it when all of a sudden it took off. That is when the phrase “a bat
out of hell” took on a whole new meaning! Me and Dolly both began to run around while screaming at the
top of our lungs, throwing our arms around like we were about to join the bat in flight, and try see ing to
cover our heads all at the same time. That was the second mistake, you, because as Judy reminded us later, bats are blind during the day
(hence the old saying “as blind as a bat”) and that blood-sucking creature was following the sounds of our screams from one room to the next.
To top it all off, Judy and Theron just stood there watching us and didn’t even try to help at all. For that, I will never forgive them, but I do thank
Theron for being in front of me when I was trying to get back down the stairs. If he hadn’t been there, I would have fell and busted my behind
when I slipped as I was trying to make my hasty getaway. Now, keep in mind that Scott is outside all this time. He said the first thing that popped
in his mind when he heard us scream was that someone had woke a bat up. I know that Scott is smart, but I believe the bat he saw flying down
the steps and into the lower part of the house was what really gave it away. Do you think that we may have scared the bat a little bit, too? I sure
hope so. That would be sweet revenge!
I know that this has been one of the longest articles I have ever written to report on a Club ride, but I hope you have enjoyed reading about
some of our adventures at Cataloochee. Believe me, these are just the highlights. It was definitely one ride that I will never forget!

Debbie Nelms

EQUINE CONFERENCE PLANNED FOR JANUARY
(by Hope Cooper hopec@nationalsteeplechasemuseum.org )
South Carolina equine partners will team up to present a conference in Camden, SouthCarolina on January 15th, 16th and
17 , 2009. Steering Committee is comprised of members of the South Carolina Thoroughbred Owners and Trainers, The
South Carolina Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, The South Carolina Equine Promotion Foundation, The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council, and the South Carolina Department of Agriculture, and the National Steeplechase Museum.
The conference is aimed at a general audience with all disciplines included. The Committee is pleased to have Dan
Rosenberg, retired Director of Three Chimney Farms, Lexington, and currently President of Rosenberg Thoroughbred Consulting Kentucky as the keynote conference speaker. Dan will open on Friday with “Why We Need Horses”. There will be
seminars on developing equine related properties, looking at projects and trends in the industry in South Carolina and adjoining states, dealing with retirement facilities and the problem of unwanted horses, The National Steeplechase Museum will
host the conferees on Friday evening at an informal cocktail buffet where they can tour the Museum, vie for door prizes and
see the latest in horseman’s fashions.
Saturday will open with a report on the industry from the North Carolina and South Carolina Horse Councils. There will
be a round table veterinarian discussion on the Competitive Horse – Different Disciplines, Common Needs. Guest vets
Dr.Stephen Dedlar from New Bolton will be joined by Dr. Jim Hamilton from Southern Pines, and Camden Drs. Jeff Witwer,
Nichole Swinehart, Sam Tetterton and saddle fitting expert Mike Scott. Saturday afternoon offers a self guided all discipline
Barn Tour with box lunch. On Saturday night attendees may enjoy the evening at local restaurants or choose the optional
Awards Dinner for the SC Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association coupled with a benefit for the SC Thoroughbred
Retirement Foundation. This festive party offers fine food, a silent auction and Hall of Fame trainer, Carl Nafzger will be the
dinner speaker. He has not only a sterling record as a trainer, but a little known past as a world class bull rider and a member
of the Cowboy Hall of Fame.
th

The Conference will conclude on Sunday Morning with a Grits and Goodbye breakfast on the schooling field of Springdale
Race Course. The Carolina’s Equine Conference is open to the public and inquiries may be made by calling the National Steeplechase Museum at 803 432-6513 or going to the blog at www nationalsteeplechasemuseum.org.
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The Marsh Tacky Horse – A Lowcountry Legend (By Jeannette Beranger)

The name “Tacky” is derived from the English word for “cheap” or “common”. For most of their
history, Marsh Tackies were the most common horse in the swampy and marshy low country
region of coastal South Carolina and Georgia and were used for riding, pulling, and anything
else horsepower was needed for. They were found from as far north as Myrtle Beach and as
far south as St. Simon’s Island, Georgia, until the advent of the automobile. As the car replaced the horse, the Marsh Tacky began to disappear. Until recently the breed was thought
to have become extinct during the 1980’s and 1990’s. This ancient breed has managed to
hold on in the hands of the people committed to their long held family traditions of keeping
Marsh Tackies.
The Marsh Tacky horse can be attributed to Spanish stock that arrived on the coast and islands of South Carolina as “drop offs” by Spanish explorers and stock brought over by Spanish settlers in the 1500’s. Today the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy (ALBC) estimates through extensive field investigation that there are fewer than 150 pure Marsh Tackies
left.
The Marsh Tacky is a sturdy, well-balanced, and easy keeping horse with a sharp mind. OwnDavid Grant & his stallion, D.P.
ers will attest to the ease of training that is characteristic of these horses. Their gentle nature
and easily managed size (13.5 to 15 hands) historically made the Marsh Tacky the preferred
mount for ladies and children, but their strength, prowess and fearlessness in the field made them popular as working animals utilized
for hunting and herding cattle. For modern times the breed continues in its traditional roles but also shows great promise as an endurance or competitive trail horse.
The Marsh Tacky remains a living piece of history in its native region. The Marsh Tacky has endured for over 400 years and has the
potential to survive far beyond that, as long as enthusiasts and conservationist work together to preserve what remains of this historic
treasure. For more information about Marsh Tacky Horses contact :
American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, www.albc-usa.org.
Carolina Marsh Tacky Association www.marshtacky.org
Carolina Marsh Tacky Outfitters, www.carolinamarshtacky.com/index.shtml

Proposed Marsh Tacky Races (by Jeannette Beranger)
We had a meeting at the new museum site at Honey Horn Plantation on Friday October 31st to discuss Marsh Tacky Races. The people at the Marsh Tacky meeting included
CMTA's Troy Smoak, Michael Marks (President/CEO of the Coastal Discovery Museum),
Natalie Hefter (Vice President of Programs for the Coastal Discovery Museum), James
Mitchell, Jr. (President/CEO of the Native Island Business and Community Affairs Association, Elizabeth Gordon (Gordon Family Foundation), and myself. (DP Lowther and
Marion Gohagan were not able to make the meeting - you were both sorely missed!)

From left: Troy Smoak, Charles
Cousins, and Michael Marks

The discussion started with a little background of what is remembered about the races
in the past. Mr. Mitchell was a boy when they were still happening on a regular basis but
remembered a lot. He also recounted stories from some of the older islanders that participated. He said that they were a very big deal to the islanders and that the bragging rights
the winners won were worth their weight in gold. He also said that prior to the races, the
participants would ride around town on their Tackies to get people excited about the
event. There would be several races throughout the day with small communities competing against each other. The races were about
800 yards total (400 up to a pole and 400 back) with 2-5 horses racing at a time. One of the more popular beaches for racing was
Bradley Beach. Troy weighed in to add that the distance and numbers of participant could still work and that it would make sense
from his perspective to stretch the races to include several heats with various categories such as adult, youth, novice, etc.
It was decided that Sunday the 22nd of February would work best and fit in with the Gullah festival events. The low tide will be at
12:22 pm so the timing of the event will be 11am -3pm with the actual races beginning around 1:00pm. The morning time will be spent
allowing people to meet and greet the horses as the animals acclimate to the new sounds and sights of the beach. It will also be at this
time that horses can have a chance to walk the "race track" so they can get a feel for the sand and get used to the area.
Because there is a town ordinance not allowing horses on Hilton Head beaches, the beach in Mitchelsville will be the site of the
races. This historic area within the first freedman’s' community in the US offers a lot of potential logistically with ample parking, handicap access to the beach, bathrooms, and a water source to fill buckets for the horses. We will not be able to sell food, memberships,
etc. on the beach because it is forbidden by city ordinance. We can invite people to bring picnic lunches. The official name of the
race will be the "Hilton Head Gullah Celebration Inaugural Marsh Tacky Horse Race". Suggestions are certainly welcome if anyone
else has a better name (preferably shorter!) Big thanks goes out to Troy for his expertise in the needs of the horses and the competitors. He represented the CMTA well.
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HORSE HAPPENINGS IN THE LOW COUNTRY (by Anne Kennedy)
As the cool weather starts to take hold of our state, it offers a wonderful
time for renewing our interest in trail riding. Gone are the high temps that
seem to wilt our horses and ourselves, and the change in the weather adds
spirit to the mind and body. Few people start to think about a beach trip in
the winter months but here in the Low Country horse people start counting
the days to the first of December, when Hunting Island State Park opens its
beaches to horseback riding. It’s a wonderful experience for both the horses
and the riders — miles of beach riding and sightseeing. Hunting Island is the
most visited park in the state and their staff is ready to help horse people enjoy the day!
The beach is open to horses only during daylight hours and only through the
end of February. The park offers camping for overnight but there are no facilities for boarding horses; and you cannot keep your horses in the park overnight. Camelot Farms Equestrian Center is located
about five minutes from the park and does accept overnight boarding. A park pass is required: $5/day. A one-time registration fee per horse is also required: $25 for 3 months. Coggins papers are a must.

LOWCOUNTRY SADDLE CLUB HOSTS
EXTREME TRAIL COMPETITION (by BB Weavil)

Opening Ceremony Flag Bearers
April Walker, B.B. Weavel, Ray Tanner

The Lowcountry Saddle Club hosted an Extreme Trail Competition
on September 27, 2008, at Mullet Hall Equestrian Center on John's
Island, SC. It was a family affair with weekend camping and a
novice and open division to enter with 11 trail obstacles ranging
from deep water to gate closing to a Texas Two Step, a covered
tunnel , and several other challenges to master. In both divisions
both first through third received money, a ribbon, and a club t-shirt.
Fourth through sixth received a ribbon and a club t-shirt. First
place in the open was Allison Andrews riding her pony "Sugar"
who literally had to swim the deep water. First place in the novice
division was Rusty Simmerly.
A catered lunch was offered to those attending and a celebration
dinner and band was sponsored by Hunter's Green. In addition,
lots of door prizes were given out so that hardly anyone went away
empty handed.

Swimming Duo
Allison Andrews
& Sugar

There were 33 camping spots filled and 41 participants. Mother
Nature delivered absolutely gorgeous weather. Smiling faces
abounded from the opening ceremonies to the last dance Saturday
night. If you haven't visited Mullet Hall, it's worth a trip. Great
facilities for stalling your horses, bath house, 3 arenas, and twenty
miles of well marked trails. Enjoy a Low Country ride. To find
out more, go online at ccprc.com and look under Parks and Facilities for Mullet Hall Equestrian Center.
If you haven't visited Mullet Hall, it's worth a trip. Great facilities
for stalling your horses, bath house, 3 arenas, and twenty miles of
well marked trails. Enjoy a Low Country ride. To find out more,
go online at www.ccprc.com and look under Parks and Facilities
for Mullet Hall Equestrian Center.
Is it time to start?
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Sgt Crusader - a Military Horse
COLUMBIA, SC, November 21, 2008 – One of South Carolina’s most distinguished veterans, Sgt. Crusader, a valiant Percheron horse in the Caisson Unit of the South Carolina
Military Department, was recently honored in words by Colonel Ewell “Buddy” Sturgis.
Colonel Sturgis who serves in the South Carolina State Guard with the Caisson Unit is
also Curator of the SC Military Museum in Columbia. The Caisson Unit is used at the
funerals of active or retired military (E9 and above) and of law enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty.
Colonel Sturgis eloquently spoke on behalf of Crusader, a horse that “gave his whole
life for his country,” as Trixy Sullivan said. Trixy is the caretaker for all the horses for the
Columbia Mounted Police and the Caisson Unit. When Crusader was retired from the
Caisson Unit, she kept him at her home until he passed away.

Picture of Crusader

Colonel Sturgis said of Crusader:
I stood in the green pastures in Indiana as a young gelding and had worked on the farms. I had the greatest opportunity in
my life when I was sold to the U.S. Army at Ft. Myers as a U.S. Army Caisson Horse. Ten years past quickly having worked
five days a week honorably pulling the Caisson through the meadows of white crosses in the National Cemetery at Arlington
and, yes, even a President of the United States. I was destined for retirement but where does an old Army horse retire. South
Carolina called on me and eight of my comrades to move to their beautiful state. We were asked to continue to perform our
rich tradition of giving the last honorable ride to our fallen heroes in: combat, law enforcement and political figures and we
did with great dedications. We heard the bugle sound too many times and the crack of the rifle volley for men and women
who had given their all. We performed our missions without questions or hesitations for over the last 12 years and I have
seen my mates leave without me Sergeants Tom, Terry and Strider, but I know that we received the most love, dedications
and care from both our Army Team and the SC Military Department’s Cession Team. Today was my day to say farewell and
join my team mates. Thanks for the Care, Friendship and Love each of you gave me and Trixy thanks for the comfort and
love in my finial hours on this beautiful Veterans Day 2008. I now lay my head down and have peace.
Originally, there were six horses in the Caisson Unit, including Crusader and another Percheron which came to South Carolina
after their retirement from duty in Arlington. Now, there are four. One other member of the Caisson Unit passed away with complications from colic. Dr. Mike Privett of Hopkins, Captain for the Caisson Unit, houses the horses. Two of the Columbia Mounted
Police, Officer Mike Grogan and Officer Chris Jolly, also serve on the Caisson detachment.
For more information, contact Mary Ellen Tobias, mtobias@scda.sc.gov, 803-734-2349.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
We are deeply indebted to our sponsors for their interest in our organization and their
generous financial support. Please join with us in expressing our appreciation to these organizations and individuals who faithfully support the SC Horsemen’s Council activities.

South Carolina Equestrian Ministries
President: Larry Johnson // 803-469-9201
Vice President: Johnny Stokes // 803-425-5736
Secretary/Treasurer: Claye Clyatt // 803-648-1696
Publicity Director: Roxie Williamson // 803-957-4829

www.scequestrianministries.com

Lakeview Plantation
875 Cedar Knoll Rd
Fairfax, SC
803-584-0689
Hayward & Dona Simmons

lakeviewplantation@barnwellsc.com
11021 Garners Ferry Road

Middleboro
Trailer Sales
We’ve been in business for 27 years –
Providing our Customers with unsurpassed
Quality*Service*Comfort*Safety

Eastover, SC 29044
Phone: 803-353-8826
Fax: 803-353-3555
Toll Free: 1-800-494-5414
Middleborotrailers@earthlink.net
Distributor for:
Gore - Delta - Bee
Horse & Stock Trailers
E-Z-GO – PEAQUEA
Off Road & Utility Vehicles

Kicking Horse Products
51 Industrial Road
Bamberg, SC 29003
(803) 245-0056
Fax: (803) 245-0058
Toll free: (877) 882-3545
http://kickinghorsellc.com

Premium Wood Shavings

PCO Supply
1810 Frink Street
Cayce, SC 29033 -2112
Phone: 803-796-2315

neil@carolinapco.com

Bank of Walterboro
Main Office: 1100
N. Jeffries Blvd
Walterboro, SC 29488
843-549-2265

Aiken Saddlery & Supply, Inc.
1044 E. Pine Log Road
Aiken, SC 29803
803-649-6583

aikensaddlery@aol.com

Monetta Farrier Services
P.O. Box 116, 3232 Hwy. 23
Monetta, SC 29105
Phone: (803) 685-5101
Fax: (803) 685-5654
Toll Free: (800) 654-5101
E-mail: sales@monettafarrier.com
Website: www.monettafarrier.com
Full Range of Farrier Supplies

Horse Feet are our Fetish

South Carolina Farm Bureau
Post Office Box 754
Columbia, SC 29202-0754

www.scfb.org
SOUTH CAROLINA

FARM
BUREAU

All About Agriculture

SCHC Sponsorships
We invite businesses, clubs, associations, and organizations to support the activities of the SC Horsemen’s Council
through financial sponsorships. These sponsorships enable your organization to have an ad in the quarterly newsletter
along with other forms of recognition. If interested, please contact South Carolina Horsemen’s Council, 2704 Bridgewater Road, Rock Hill, SC 29730, 803-328-8450, Email: schorsecouncil1@aol.com. Following is a brief summary of
these Sponsorships:
Sponsorship Benefits
Contribution Level

Platinum Diamond Gold
$5,000
$2,500 $1,000

Ad in all SCHC New sletters
Sponsor Banner

2 Full pgs
Full

Silver
$500

Bronze
$250

Business
$100

Full page 1/2 page 1/4 page Busn Card
3/4
1/2
1/4
-

-

Membership in the SCHC

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Listing on Sponsor Board at all SCHC events

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Announced recognition at SCHC events

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

-

Organization listing and link on SCHC Website

Y

Y

Y

Y

-

-

Vendor spot at SCHC events w here allow able

Y

Y

Y

Y

-

-

Commemorative Sponsor Plaque

Y

Y

Y

-

-

-

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
SCHC UPDATE is published quarterly. SCHC UPDATE is the newsletter of the South Carolina Horsemen’s Council (SCHC). Subscription is by
membership only. UPDATE is mailed from various locations within the state of South Carolina.
The articles and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the SCHC officers, board members or the editor. All articles are subject to editing or
omission at the discretion of the editor. SCHC holds the copyright to every newsletter edition.
Deadline for entries and articles is the 10th day of the third month of each quarter. For more information on advertising, or for comments, please
contact the acting editor, Cecil Watkins: Cecil.Watkins@sonoco.com

South Carolina Horsemen’s Council
Membership Application
3090 Cedarvale Road
Rock Hill, SC 29732
803-327-2887

Email: schorsecouncil1@aol.com

Website: www.schorsecouncil.org
Membership Classifications
(check one)
Individual $20 (1 vote)

Date:
Name:
Family $30 (2 votes)
Company/Farm:
Farm $35 (3 votes)
Address:
Youth $10 (no vote)
City:
Commercial $55 (1 vote)
State:
Zip:
County:
Association $35 (3 votes)
Home Phone:
Business phone:
No. Assn. Members
Fax:
E-mail:
Please add our link to SCHC web page: $25—Address to add
Caps $14
SS Shirt $14 (S,M,L,XL)
Front Plate Tag $2
Liability Sign $12
LS Shirt $16 (S,M,L,XL)
Equine Activities
Breed or Discipline of interest
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer?

Yes

No If so, what area.

If you belong to other horse organizations, please give the name of the organization and current contact information for an officer.
Other information or interests:
Please make checks payable to SC Horsemen’s Council

Use back if needed to respond to questions

SC Horsemen’s Council
2704 Bridgewater Road
Rock Hill, SC 29730

