
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WINTER 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.schorsecouncil.org    schorsecouncil1@aol.com 

803-328-8450 

2704 Bridgewater Road ■ Rock Hill, Sc  29730 

http://www.schorsecouncil.org/
mailto:schorsecouncil@aol.com


PAGE 2     ●      SCHC UPDATE – WINTER 2009 

 

SCHC UPDATE 

WINTER 2009 
SCHC Office: 

2704 Bridgewater Road 

Rock Hill, SC  29730 

803-328-8450 

In This Issue.... 
 

COLUMNS         Page 

Comments from SCHC President   3 
  
 

SPECIAL NEWS     

2010 Annual Meeting and Expo  4 - 6 
Thoroughbred Meeting Discusses the Expo 7 
New Equestrian Campground & Trails  15 
Whetstone Campground getting facelift  15 
Elections 2010                                                                      18 
 

ARTICLES 

Fall Trail Ride Report                                                          8-9 
Down Under Horsemanship                                                 10 
News from District Five 11-12 
Unwanted Horses   13 
Kentucky Farm Tour   14 
Equine Industry Survey   16 
Trail Riders Beware!   16 
“I Ride”   17 
 
 

OUR 2009 SPONSORS – THANK YOU 

AB Poe & Company South Carolina Eques. Min. 
Dartmoor Ponies Smiling Horse Farm 
Devlin & Parkinson, PA Start „Em Right 
Monetta Farrier Specialties Troytown Acres 
Mullet Hall Equestrian Cntr Wild Horse & Burro Adopt. 
Palmetto Carriage Works Wonderful Weekend Ward 
PCO Supply  

 

2009 Board of Directors  

and Officers 

Carol Deacon:  President 

Treasurer:           Donna Patterson 

Secretary:  Kaye Watkins 

VP, External Affairs: Jim Edwards 

VP, Govern. Affairs: Tim Sigmon 

First Vice President: Cecil Watkins 

Legal Counsel: Jennifer Breaux 

Newsletter Editor: Sylvia Roper 

District Directors: Mary Roddy 

   Terry Boger 

   Mary Quarles 

   Debbie Garris 

   David Grant 

   William Bell 

   Susan Sanders 

   Anne Kennedy 

   BB Weavil 

Directors At Large: Bill Steele 
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The SCHC was formed by equestrians as a statewide organization and is a 
member of the American Horse Council. Regardless of the breed, riding 
discipline or segment of the horse community with which the member 
identifies, the SCHC is working to keep opportunities open for all. The Board 
of Directors is composed of volunteer members as are all committees.  
SCHC activities and events are planned and coordinated by member 
volunteers.  The Council is devoted to guaranteeing a future which 
continues to include horses, horse sports, and equine-related businesses in 
SC.   
 We encourage all SCHC members to volunteer for one or more of our 
committees. The success of this organization depends completely upon 
volunteers giving of their time and talents to the activities that our members 
have said they want us to conduct. Only through the personal participation 
of actively engaged members, can we take this organization to the level we 
all want it to achieve. Check out our current active committees and then call 
or email us and let us know how you would like to become involved. 

(http://www.schorsecouncil.org/committees.htm) 
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Merry Christmas!  Happy Holidays!  Happy New Year!  Celebrate the 

Season!  All are joyous exclamations that remind us we are not the center 

of the universe – that we both give and receive in hopefully equal 

measure.  We do often get so caught up in the “doing” part of our lives 

that we downgrade the “being” part.  Your horse never forgets the 

“being” part – he/she celebrates it every day.  That quiet look of peace as 

he stands in the sun simply feeling its warmth; that soft flapping of her 

ear as she listens to the geese flying overhead; that warm whoosh of air 

as he sniffs that one patch of clover he overlooked yesterday – those are 

all horse celebrations of simply being.  And aren’t they glorious?!  Follow your horse’s lead and soften your 

life a bit so you can experience the simple joy of being.  Your horse will appreciate it and join you in your 

effort. 

 

As always, we have plenty of “doing” things to celebrate also.  The SCHC “Ride with the Commissioner” 

was a beautiful weekend spent with great people and beautiful horses on Hayward Simmons' lovely 

Lakeview Plantation.  Commissioner Weathers and his wife Blanche were delightful company as we all 

enjoyed our adventures on horseback in the piney woods.  The Marsh Tacky Association graciously provided 

the Weathers with surefooted horses whose roots extend deeply into the history of SC.  Many thanks to DP 

Lowther and David Grant for making this happen. 

 

The SC Equine Industry Scholarship was awarded at the SC State Fair Youth Horseshow.  Adam Mathis was 

the proud recipient of this year’s $1200 scholarship award.  We were privileged to have the largest group of 

scholarship participants ever – and they were an outstanding group of young men and women. South 

Carolina has much to be proud of here.  The Scholarship Fund will need replenishing now – so look in the 

newsletter for opportunities for you to make your contributions to this very important aspect of your SCHC. 

The SCHC and the Equine Committee of the SC Farm Bureau partnered for a tour of the Clemson University 

Equine Facilities and a discussion with Clemson equine business management students.  We were treated to 

a delightful day with Dr. Christine Vernon who leads the Equine Business program.  There were many 

opportunities to share challenges and dreams for the SC horse industry with this talented and dedicated 

group. 

 

Partnerships are also developing between your Council and the SC Thoroughbred Breeders Association.   

Your Council is also creating a coalition across the various equine rescue groups around the state.  Look for 

more information as this association develops and if you are interested in participating please let BB know.   

We will continue to look for ways to strengthen the SC horse industry and the people who support it. 

On the upcoming “to do” list is the 2010 EXPO and Annual Meeting.  We will be celebrating the diversity of 

the horse in South Carolina and the opening of Phase 1 of the SC Equine Park in Camden.  Mark the date on 

your calendars – February 6. 

 

2009 has drawn to a close and 2010 has opened its doors.  Change is continuous and part of the celebration 

of being.  Look for those reasons to smile in wonder whether they be majorly important or merely frivolous.  

Balance your doing with your being and be grateful for both. 

 

GO HUG A HORSE! 

          Carol

COMMENTS FROM OUR SCHC PRESIDENT  
Carol Deacon 
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2010 EXPO AND ANNUAL MEETING 

by Kaye Watkins, Secretary & Chairman, 2010 Expo, Hartsville 

 
The SCHC 2010 Expo and Annual Meeting is set for February 6, 2010. The event will be held in Camden, South Carolina at the 

SC Equine Park - Westfall Complex. Gates open at 10:00 a m. Admission will be $5.00 for non-members.  Admission for SCHC 

members is free and all children under 7 will be admitted free. 

We will have several seminars by Vets, Farriers, Equine Dentists, and others. We will have demos by various clinicians. There will 

be performances by Equestrian Drill Teams, Parade of Breeds, and the Parrelli Kids will be with us again. Also on site will be 

numerous vendors and food for purchase. Be sure to register for the door prizes to be given away throughout the day. 

It is our hope you will plan to spend that day with us. Mark your calendar now. The SCHC Board of Directors will be working at 

the Expo, with assistance from many equine enthusiasts from across the state. 

This will be a great opportunity to meet up with old friends, make new ones, be entertained, and learn something about equine or 

the industry that you may not have known. 

In 2009, there were many rescues operations for unwanted and neglected horses. Please bring a bag of feed, bale of hay, 

supplements, or halter to give to the rescue mission, or you may make a donation if desired. 

Following the Expo, the SCHC will conduct its Annual Business Meeting & Elections, please stay for this short meeting. 

We look forward to seeing you in Camden, SC Feb. 6
th

 2010! 

If you know of some equine act, clinician, or vendor you think should be included, please ask them to contact us for more 

information or give us their names and we will contact them.  

Contact Kaye Watkins 843-339-2903 schorsecouncil1@aol.com or Terry Boger 864-430-7190 schorsecouncil@charter.net 
 

 
The facility is located at 443 Cleveland School Road, on the south side of I-20, at exit 101. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad Pricing for SCHC Expo Program Feb 6, 2010 

 Full page of advertising: $250  

 ½ page of advertising: $125 

 ¼ page of advertising: $65 

 Business card: $30 

Each page of the program will measure 5 ½“ wide by 8 ½” tall and the ads will be sized accordingly.  Business Cards will 

be no smaller than tenth of a page but may appear bigger depending on space.  All ads will be black and white.   

 

Ads must be submitted ready for publication in jpeg format! 

 

Send ad info along with payment to Terry Boger                     For questions:   

  SCHC – 2010 Annual Meeting                       Email:  schorsecouncil@charter.net 

  184 League Road                                             Phone: (864) 430-7109 

  Simpsonville, SC 29681 

mailto:schorsecouncil1@aol.com
mailto:schorsecouncil@charter.net
mailto:terryboger@charter.net
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South Carolina Horsemen’s Council Sponsorship Program 2010 

 
Diamond Sponsorship $2000.00 or Greater 

 Farm/Commercial SCHC Membership for the year  

 1 Full page ad in SCHC newsletters 

 1 Full page ad in Expo program 

 Extra Large Banner displayed at Expo & other SCHC events 

 Complimentary Vendor Space at Expo  

 Contact link on SCHC website 

 Recognition at SCHC Expo and other SCHC events 

 Recognition on SCHC website 

 5 admission tickets SCHC Expo 

Gold Sponsorship $1000.00 

 Farm/Commercial SCHC Membership for the year 

 ¾ page ad in each newsletter 

 ¾ page ad in Expo program 

 Large Banner at SCHC Expo & other SCHC events 

 Complimentary Vendor Space at Expo 

 Contact link on SCHC website 

 Recognition at SCHC Expo and other SCHC events 

 Recognition on SCHC website 

 4 admission tickets  SCHC Expo 

 

Silver Sponsorship $500.00 

 Farm/Commercial SCHC Membership for the year 

 ½ page ad in SCHC newsletters  

  ½ page ad in SCHC Expo program 

 Complimentary Vendor Space at Expo 

 Contact link on SCHC website 

 Recognition at SCHC Expo and other SCHC events 

 3 admission tickets SCHC Expo 

Bronze Sponsorship $250.00 

 Farm/Commercial SCHC Membership for the year 

 ¼ page ad in SCHC newsletters 

 ¼ page ad in SCHC Expo program 

 Contact link on SCHC website 

 Vendor Space at SCHC Expo ½ price 

 Recognition at SCHC Expo 

 2 admission tickets SCHC Expo 

Business Sponsorship $100.00 

 Farm/Commercial SCHC Membership for the year 

 Business card size ad in newsletter 

 Business card size ad in Expo Program 

 Contact link on SCHC website 

 
 

For more information contact: 

Kaye Watkins @ 843-339-2903 

schorsecouncil1@aol.com 

or 

Terry Boger @ 864-679-1229 

schorsecouncil@charter.net 

 

More info on 

SC Horsemen’s Council website: 

www.schorsecouncil.org 

 

mailto:schorsecouncil1@aol.com
mailto:schorsecouncil@charter.net
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Company Representative            
 

Mailing Address            

               

 

Email Address             
 

Website Link              
 

Representatives Cell Phone            
 

Company Phone      Fax        
 

Advertisement attached?   
 

Number of Additional Expo Passes required @ $3 each    
 

Sponsor Agreement Amount : $     
 

Sponsorship Level: 
 Diamond $ 2,000 or Greater  

 Gold $ 1,000 

 Silver $    500 

 Bronze  $    250 

 Business $    100 

 

Date Paid: _____________     Check # __________   Total Amount: $_____________ 
 

________________________________________                  _____________________ 

    Sponsor Representative Signature                                                   Date 

 

________________________________________                  _____________________ 

      SCHC  Representative Signature                                                    Date  
 
Please send form and check to:  Donna Patterson – Treasurer 
                                                             South Carolina Horsemen‟s Council 
                                                             902 Berkley Drive 
                                                             Clemson, SC 29631 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

South Carolina Horsemen’s Council 

Sponsor Registration 
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                        Thoroughbred Meeting Discusses Upcoming SCHC Expo 

Article in the Aiken Standard newspaper – 12/14/2009 
submitted by Cecil Watkins 

 
 
ELLOREE -- The South Carolina Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association meeting at the Elloree Training 
Center featured several speakers and touched on a number of topics.  
 
Betty Rankin and Mary Quarles from the South Carolina's Horsemen's Council discussed the upcoming 2010 South 
Carolina Horsemen's Council Expo in Camden at the South Carolina Equine Park-Westfall Complex on Feb. 6.  
 
"It's an opportunity to see what other people in the state are doing," said Rankin. "It's been in Pelzer the last few years, 
this year it's in Camden, and we'd like to take it to other parts of the state." 
 
Alabama residents Drs. David and Diane Harrington, who are both equine veterinarians and have been involved with 
the Thoroughbred industry since 1994 and have won a South Carolina Residency Race, provided SCTOBA members 
with an update in reference to the Alabama Horsemen's Benevolent Protective Association, Birmingham Race Course 
and whether pari-mutuel racing will return to Alabama. The state has been without live Thoroughbred racing since the 
mid-1990s.  
 
For a horse to be considered an Alabama-bred, a foal has to be foaled within the state of Alabama, and there are no 
residency requirements, said David.  
 
"What we'd like to do in Alabama is get live racing back," said David, who added that the return of live pari-mutuel 
racing to the state will be a challenge. "It will be an uphill battle, and a lot of it will hinge on gaming." 
 
Francis Vanlangendonck of Summerfield Sales Inc. in Morriston, Fla., was also a featured speaker and discussed a 
number of topics at the meeting, including the role of the repository at public auction and yearling sales prep and the 
importance of breeding to proven horses and their conformation. There are a number of common denominators that 
will set a horse apart at the sales, such as having good girth and a big shoulder and being well-balanced, he said.  
 
 

 

 

SCHC AND 501(c) 3  -  Tax Exempt Status 
 

 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA HORSEMEN’S COUNCIL 

HAS BEEN GRANTED 501(c) 3 STATUS BY THE IRS. 
 

This has been a long grueling process requiring rewriting our By-Laws, updating our mission 
statement, filling out forms, and assuring the IRS that we meet their requirements. We have now 
received our approval. This means that individuals as well as businesses may deduct gifts to the 
SC Horsemen’s Council from their income taxes. This also makes our organization eligible for 
some prospective grants from certain charitable organizations. So get out those checkbooks and 
make a donation to your favorite non-profit organization (that would be us). Donations may be 
designated for the general fund to defray operating expenses or to the scholarship fund for 
recognizing deserving students. Please give thanks to Betty Rankin and Carol Deacon for doing 
most of the work necessary to enable us to achieve this status. 
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Commissioner Weathers and his wife, 

Blanche, ready to ride 

 

 

 
Trail Ride Chairman - Bill Steele, Commissioner Weathers, 

and SCHC President - Carol Deacon 

 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA HORSEMEN'S COUNCIL  
FALL TRAIL RIDE REPORT 

Submitted by Cecil Watkins 

 
SC Horsemen’s Council Fall Trail Ride Nov 21, 2009  
The SC Horsemen’s Council members were delighted that special guests Agriculture Commissioner, Hugh Weathers, and his wife, 

Blanche, were able to participate in the Council’s Fall Ride at Lakeview Plantation. The weather cooperated and it was a perfect 

day for riding with the Weathers (but who would have expected anything less with a name like that?). Several members of the 

Marsh Tacky Association were on hand providing horses for Mr. and Mrs. Weathers and several members of the SCHC Board of 

Directors to ride. The Weathers’ joined the group Friday night for supper and spent the night. Saturday morning, they were served 

a delicious pancake breakfast by Anne and Mark Kennedy of Camelot Farms of St. Helena Island, prior to preparing for the trail 

ride. 

Trail Master, Hayward Simmons, had everyone ready to ride out at 10:00am. 

Carol Deacon, President of the SCHC gave the official welcome. A short prayer 

was made for clear skies and a safe ride. The Weathers’ graciously accepted a 

few photo shots on their new steeds and the ride went off without a hitch. The 

trails were great. Several groups ventured off on their own and easily navigated 

the well-marked trails back to camp. Hot hamburgers were waiting for us at 

lunch, and numerous riders took afternoon rides on different trails. 

Lakeview Plantation, under Hayward’s leadership, has become an ideal 

equestrian facility. There are numerous trails that are well-marked and circle 

back to the headquarters, so you have to work hard to get lost. Well, there are 

always exceptions to any 

rule…….. Ellen Hutto of 

Orangeburg somehow 

managed to get off by 

herself and was 

“misplaced” for about 4 

hours. However, with a little help from Hayward, she managed to find her 

way back to camp. 

We had hamburger steaks with all the trimmings for Saturday night supper. 

We then had a great DJ who mixed up the music for all types of dancers. Bill 

Steele held a good church service Sunday morning and then everyone began 

packing up for the trip home. Everyone had a great time and we look 

forward to the next ride. 

We signed up several new members to the Horsemen’s Council and hope to 

get them involved in our future activities. Thanks to Hayward, Jim, Bill, 

Jenny and the rest of the committee who made the weekend a success. We 

thank the Marsh Tacky Association for donating horses for guests & others to ride. We are also very grateful that Commissioner 

Weathers and Blanche were able to participate with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Campers had spacious sites with all the amenities 

 

 

 
Home Sweet Home...  
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I placed my order 10 minutes ago!  

 

 
A couple of Tacky Riders………….  

 

More SCHC Trail Ride Pictures 

 
The Commissioner getting a few instructions 

 

 
The mules are wondering how many 

Board members it takes to hang one 

banner? 

 
President Carol enjoying riding with her Gaited horse friends 

 

 
A group of Marsh Tackies with their riders. 
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Down Under Horsemanship Event @ Garrison Arena, Clemson 

submitted by Mark Kennedy 
 

 
The weekend of October 17th Clinton Anderson and the Down Under Horsemanship Tour came to 

Clemson. Those of you who are familiar with Clinton's skills and style need only know that this event 

was as stimulating and educational as usual, all wrapped in Clinton's Aussie sense of humor.  All of this 

comes as no surprise from a multi-time Road to the Horse Champion. 

 

For those not familiar with Clinton's teachings and tour style, he is arguably the best communicator in 

the horse training business. Whether your concerns are ground training, riding safety, trailer loading or 

the lifetime pursuit of desensitizing your horse for the best of riding experiences, Clinton brings his up-

front, in-person style to each venue he visits. He is accessible to questions and refuses to leave each 

night until the last person / last question is presented and answered.  

 

He is also an avid supporter of horse councils throughout the US, and was generously available to 

SCHC during this particular event.  He and his staff supported us with complimentary display space, 

after hours access, lots of free copies when we ran out of our own and his trademark personal 

accessibility.  Both Anne and I would enthusiastically recommend his tour stops, training regimen, CD's, 

publications and equipment.  We have used his methods successfully and safely for years and they 

have become the basis of our training regimen for our show and pleasure horses. 

 

Thanks to audience offered by the Tour, we were able to distribute more than a thousand membership 

brochures, lots of bumper stickers, trail ride and SCHC Expo flyers. Just a wonderful exposure for SCHC 

and a great way to spend a weekend, all rolled into one.  

 

Mark and Anne Kennedy with Clinton Anderson holding our bumper sticker 

 



PAGE 11     ●      SCHC UPDATE – WINTER 2009 

 

 

 

 

On the Trail from District 5 

submitted by BB Weavil 

 
Fall is definitely prime time trail riding opportunity and a great time to explore the countryside with your trusty steed.  Below are 

some of my discoveries and rides.  If you have a special place you’ve ridden, send me the scoop by e-mail (bbweavil@msn.com) 

or by post, 2739 Royal Trace Lane, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466. Let’s pass on great places to ride to our members.  Pictures are always 

wanted and welcomed.   

 

Follow up on the Lowcountry Saddle Club Extreme Trail Competition 

held September 26, 2009.  Held at Mullet Hall Equestrian Center on 

John’s Island, SC, this competition was better than ever.  The variety of 

obstacles was excellent and challenging for all from novice to the 

“seasoned” rider.   Mark and Peggy Boyer are to be commended for the 

building and engineering of the course which included two water 

challenges, one with a waterfall and one with deep water, a carwash 

tunnel, huge up and down dirt mountain, a Texas two step, log pulling, 

backing through a 

zig zagged fence 

line, and going 

through a series of 

swim noodles to 

name a few.  It 

was lots of fun for 

both riders and 

their horses. 

 First place winner of $225.00 was Nancy Flynn of Meggett, SC.  

 My personal triumph came at the water challenges which my “Jessie” 

mastered this year. Note I have been working at getting him through water 

for the last two years of competition and we finally conquered!  See pictures 

of winner and some of the challenges Jessie and I worked at.  Truly a fun 

and learning occasion for rider and horse.  Be sure to keep a look out for 

next year’s competition.  Camping at Mullet Hall is also a plus with 30 and 

50 amp hookups , 2 barns with 98 stalls each, horse washing stations, 4 

show rings, and over 20 miles of “lowcountry splendor” on the trails under 

canopies of spreading oak trees. Contact Mullet Hall at 843-768-5867. Website at www.ccpr.com.     

 

As Anne Kennedy mentioned in the last newsletter, a hunter pace is another excellent opportunity to enjoy the trails.  I did so at the 

Hunter Pace/ Trial Ride held at Popular Grove Plantation in Charleston, SC.  The ride was put on by South Carolina Awareness 

and Rescue for Equines. It included Hunter Pace from 

8 AM to 11AM, an excellent catered lunch, and “on 

your own” trail riding in the afternoon.  Trails were 

well marked by the staff and even included a water 

stop and break for both horses and riders midway on 

Hunter Pace.  This was my first Hunter Pace and my 

teammate and I came in 3
rd

 place… I’m hooked! Not 

only did we have fun, but also contributed to a 

worthwhile cause to help fellow horses. The beautiful 

landscape up and down canals and into open fields was 

impressive.  Poplar Grove is a new privately owned 

Equestrian development which promises to be a truly 

impressive riding center for the Lowcountry with over 

50 miles of trails on the property and an outstanding 

newly completed barn. You can look it up on 

www.poplargrovecharleston.com. Another upcoming 

lowcountry jewel. 

 

 

 

mailto:bbweavil@msn.com
http://www.ccpr.com/
http://www.poplargrovecharleston.com/
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Jo Swain and BB Weavil cruising the trails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, going out of my area to seek out more trail rides, I signed up for the  

 “Hoofin’ For Heroes” Benefit Ride held at H. Cooper Black Recreation Area 

in Cheraw, SC.  This ride was to benefit those severely wounded in Iraq, 

Afganistan, and other places around the world and the Fisher House 

Foundation which provides “comfort homes” for military families when 

unexpected illness, disease, or injury occurs.  Diane Dillion organizes and puts 

on the ride with tireless devotion to our veterans and what a great job she does 

on their behalf. Go to her website www.hoofinforheroes.com for information 

and put this one on your radar as well for next year.  It was a busy affair with a 

poker run, 50/50, lunch on the trail, DJ music Friday night, and dinner and a 

band Saturday night.  This is not to mention the wonderful NC Cowboy 

Mounted Shooting Association demonstration Saturday afternoon and 

invitations to the audience to try running a course on one of their horses.  What 

a treat for those who like to shoot and ride!  As this was my first time at H. 

Cooper Black, I have to give it really high marks for its campsites, corrals, 

barn, bath house, and trails.  This is a place everyone can come and enjoy 

the outdoors.  I personally fell in love with the wide open trails where you 

can ride 2 and 3 deep and also have the room to really move out on your 

horse if you want to.   

 

Corrals at campsites were especially nice and big.  Sites also had picnic 

tables and fire rings available.  Well run facility and certainly a place I look 

forward to returning to.  Contact information is 843-378-1555 or email 

hcooperblack@scrt.com . Note that office is open only from 11AM to noon 

daily. You may also look it up on www.SouthCarolinaParks.com . 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors is deeply indebted to Sylvia Roper of Simpsonville who has served as our 

Editor for the year 2009. Sylvia brought outstanding new talent and energy to our Board and to our 

newsletter. She will no longer be able to continue in this capacity, and we will miss her greatly. She is a 

great lady and has done an outstanding job for our Horsemen’s Council. Please join us in giving our 

heartfelt thanks to Sylvia for a job superbly done! Best wishes to her in all of her future endeavors. 
 

Now to the task at hand……………we need a Newsletter Editor!! If you or anyone you know of might 

be willing to take on this assignment, please contact me immediately.  

 

Thanks, 

 

Cecil Watkins 

cecilw1020@aol.com 

843-339-2903 
 

 

“Hoofin for Heroes” @ H. Cooper Black  

 submitted by BB Weavil 

SC Horsemen’s Council Newsletter Editor  
submitted by Cecil Watkins – Administrative Vice President 

http://www.hoofinforheroes.com/
mailto:hcooperblack@scrt.com
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com/
mailto:cecilw1020@aol.com
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Statement Adopted by the SCHC Board  

as submitted by the Unwanted Horse Committee 

December 14, 2009 

 

Reality is not always a shiny place with gleaming horses in tidy stables and fat, retired horses 

and ponies grazing emerald pastures.  Today’s reality holds too many unwanted and unusable 

horses:  the old, the intractable, the chronically or expensively lame or ill.  Reality is several 

years of high hay prices, high fuel costs, lost jobs, foreclosed homes, and low prices for 

marketable horses. In these times, the horse is a luxury, a reflection of discretionary income 

that is dwindling rapidly.  The wanted horse is a luxury; the unwanted horse is a burden.  That 

burden is being reflected in the increasing numbers of abandoned, neglected, and abused 

horses.  According to the 2009 Unwanted Horses Coalition Survey, nationwide Rescue/Adoption 

Facilities are turning away an average of 38% of the horses brought to them.  In our rural state 

of South Carolina, it is probably higher. 

 

The SCHC needs to address this issue with its SC resident horse owners.  It is suggested that 

the board take action in the following steps: 

1.  Create an Unwanted Horse tab on our website.  It should state our definition of the 

Unwanted Horse as defined and adopted by the American Horse Council:  “Horses 

which are no longer wanted by their current owner because they are old, injured, sick, 

unmanageable, fail to meet owner’s expectations (e.g. performance, color, or 

breeding) or their owner can no longer afford them.” 

2. Create a directory under this tab that lists organizations, programs, and rescue 

operations with their contact info. 

3. Ask all district directors to send in contacts and/or organizations within their 

counties that offer help for unwanted horses. 

4. List the options for owners with unwanted horses:  sale, trade, lease, donate, humane 

euthanasia. 

5. Partner with any and all universities, colleges, and technical schools offering equine 

programs to set up educational seminars on “Owning Responsibly”.  Further expand 

with farriers and veterinarians and equine specialists. 

6. Ultimately create a relief fund to assist in gelding stallions, to assist in large rescue 

operations, and to assist in catastrophic occurrences such as displacement of horses 

in a hurricane, tornado, flooding, etc. 
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Kentucky Farm Tour Web Site to be Launched 
By Esther Marr 

December 17, 2009 

In an effort to promote the local Thoroughbred industry, a recently formed company called Horse Capital Productions 
will launch a Web site Jan. 15 to serve as a bridge between farms and tour companies in the Bluegrass. 

The idea for the site (www.horsecapitaltours.com) came about when several industry figures were brain-storming 
how to use next fall’s Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games as a way to promote Kentucky’s tourism industry, as well as 
be a catalyst for the horse business. 

―This project is taking the existing tours that the companies do around the private farms, and bringing all ticketing and 
information online for the first time,‖ said Kimberly Eilers Brown, co-founder and managing partner of Horse Capital 
Productions. ―The reason it’s so important is because it gives our worldwide audience the opportunity to explore the 
Bluegrass.‖ 

Farms are given the option to remain private, be partially open to the public, or be available through tour companies 
via the Web site. Brown said the underlying purpose behind the site is to provide information for both fans and future 
industry investors—those interested in becoming new owners and breeders. Tours, which range between $30-
$150,can be booked up to a year in advance, and tickets will be supplied via email. 

―This is a great opportunity for agritourism and economic development,‖ said David Switzer, executive director of the 
Kentucky Thoroughbred Association/Kentucky Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders. ―I think this could really help 
market our industry—not just during the (WEG), but beyond that.‖ 

Switzer, who has been involved in the development phases of the project for the last six months, said there would be a 
link for the site on the Lexington-Fayette County Urban Government homepage, and it would also pop up in Google 
searches for Lexington.  ―We’re trying to make this easy for everyone,‖ he explained. 

―I think this tour Web site is going to make it so much easier for other farms to make themselves accessible without 
making it intrusive,‖ said Jen Roytz, director of marketing and communications for Three Chimneys. Three Chimneys 
will offer a couple of different options on the site. One will be a drive through-style tour of the farm’s different divisions, 
while the other will be more of a walking tour, structured to accommodate a few hundred people. 

Horse Capital Productions is sponsoring a 16-day event called the International Equestrian Festival, which will serve 
as a pick up site for most of the tours listed on its Web site during the WEG Sept. 25-Oct. 10. 

Located downtown in Lexington’s Convention Center, the festival will also serve as an informational convention and 
seminar series, a hospitality center, and an international marketplace with more than 300 exhibitors. Farm 
representatives will be on hand during the convention to provide both fan-based and technical seminars for WEG 
attendees who are looking for something to do in between events at the Horse Park. 

  
Libbie Johnson 
828-859-2250 (h) 
 
 

http://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/author/esther-marr
http://www.horsecapitaltours.com/
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OPENING CEREMONY  

FOR NEW EQUESTRIAN CAMPGROUND & HORSE TRAILS 
submitted by Sylvia Roper 

 
 

Equestrian Ministries International, the parent organization of all state equestrian ministries chapters, will 

hold its Spring Board Meeting in South Carolina next year. The meeting will be held at the White Oak 

Conference Center in Winnsboro, SC, Feb. 12-14, 2010.  

 

During the weekend, an opening ceremony will be held for the new White Oak equestrian campground and 

trail system. The campground and trails will be available to anyone who wishes to camp and/or trail ride. 

 

For details about the event and the campground, please visit the following websites:   

 
  
 www.scequestrianministries.com   www.equestrianministries.org 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHETSTONE CAMPGROUND CLOSED FOR RENOVATION 

 

 

The Whetstone Campground at Rocky Gap is currently closed for renovation and will be reopened sometime 

during the spring of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

Farewell – Goodbye – Adieu  

 

 

I have enjoyed being the newsletter editor for the SCHC during 2009. My short tenure has been an enjoyable 

learning experience, but due to family demands on my time and other on-going projects with which I’m 

involved, my resignation is necessary.  I wish to thank Cecil, Kaye, Carol, Jim and others on the SCHC team 

for their patience with me as I “learned the ropes”.  I had a grand time and am a better person for the 

experience. Although I will no longer serve on the committee, my husband Joel and I will continue to 

support SCHC with our annual dues and with our attendance at meetings and trail rides when possible. 

 

         Sylvia Roper 

 

http://www.scequestrianministries.com/
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EQUINE INDUSTRY SURVEY 

 

The American Horse Publications (AHP) is conducting an Equine Industry Survey to gauge participation trends in the U.S. equine 

industry. In addition, the survey seeks to gather information regarding the most important issues facing the industry.  

C. Jill Stowe, PhD, is providing consulting services for data collection and analysis to the AHP. Stowe is an assistant professor of 

Agricultural Economics at the University of Kentucky. The survey is sponsored by Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health and 

Pfizer Animal Health. Those eligible to participate in the survey are men and women, 18 years of age and older, who currently 

own, manage, or lease at least one horse and live in the United States.   

The survey closes January 15, 2010.  This study is anonymous; this means that no one, not even members of the research team, 

will be able to associate information you give with responses. When the survey results are tallied, only aggregated results will be 

presented.  

"The AHP's member publications, Web sites, and newsletters reach nearly 3 million people involved in the horse industry in the 

United States and around the world," said Kimberly S. Brown, current AHP president. Brown proposed the survey, which was 

backed unanimously by the AHP board.  

"We have been through a rough year, and there are many stories out there of unwanted horses and the decline of the horse 

industry," noted Brown. "But I think the real story is the wanted horses and their owners who are still strong despite the economic 

downturn.” 

"We think this is a great opportunity for us to use our collective resources and reach into the horse industry to get answers about 

how we are doing today, how we think we'll be doing in the near future, and what we are concerned about in our industry.  Let 's 

get 100,000 or more horse owners to participate in this survey," said Brown. "We have a wonderful chance to come together to 

gather information that can benefit us all, so spread the word!  

TRAIL RIDERS BEWARE!! 

DETRIMENTAL COMMENTS ABOUT TRAIL RIDERS ON THE INTERNET 

submitted by Sylvia Roper (received from Wanda Wood) 
 
The following information was forwarded to me by a fellow equestrian. Responses can be made to the man who wrote this at his 

website shown below. The following was copied from his site, 

Destructive nature of horseback riding:  
 
Purpose: The proliferation of family outdoor opportunities in Spartanburg and surrounding communities and parks for a healthier 

lifestyle. 

 

8 basic effects of horse-riding on the natural and cultural values have been identified: 

 destruction of vegetation -widespread impact caused by trampling and wandering off trails - adversely affects conservation 

of plants and animals, park use by others and water catchment protection. 
 
 accelerated erosion of trails especially those on steeper slopes - fire trails have become so badly eroded that they cannot be 

used by fire fighting vehicles and rehabilitation of unauthorized trails in highly unsuitable areas is both difficult.  
 
 sedimentation and siltation of water courses. 
 
 altered watercourse patterns interrupting the natural drainage system resulting in subtle changes that are difficult to detect. 

 
 water pollution from horse feces increasing level of nutrition, bacterial and viral input to streams. 

 
 disturbance of native animals by horses and pets. 

 
 disturbance to other park users - noise, sight, smell and being forced off trails. 

 
 sedentary activity promotes unhealthy lifestyle. 

 

WEBSITE:  http://www.adventurecarolinas.com/index.html  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=bIUU08nvuI_2fLQ1Q0_2fdEyOQ_3d_3d
http://www.adventurecarolinas.com/index.html
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I RIDE 
 
I ride.  
 
That seems like such a simple statement. However as many women who ride know, it is really a complicated 
matter. It has to do with power and empowerment. Being able to do things you might have once considered 
out of reach or ability. I have considered this as I shovel manure, fill water barrels in the cold rain, wait for 
the vet/farrier/electrician/hay delivery, change a tire on a horse  trailer by the side of the freeway, or cool a 
gelding out before getting down to the business of drinking a cold drink after a long ride. 
 
The time, the money, the effort it takes to ride calls for dedication. At least I call it dedication. Both my ex-
husbands call it 'the sickness'. It's a sickness I've had since I was a small girl bouncing my model horses and 
dreaming of the day I would ride a real horse. Most of the women I ride with understand the meaning of 'the 
sickness'. It's not a sport. It's not a hobby. It's what we do and, in some ways, who we are as women and 
human beings. 
 
I ride.  
 
I hook up my trailer and load my gelding. I haul to some trailhead somewhere, unload, saddle, whistle up my 
dog and I ride. I breathe in the air, watch the sunlight filter through the trees and savor the movement of  
my horse. My shoulders relax. A smile rides my sunscreen smeared face. I pull  my ball cap down and let 
the real world fade into the tracks my horse leaves in the dust. 
 
Time slows. Flying insects buzz loudly, looking like fairies. My gelding flicks his ears and moves down the 
trail. I can smell his sweat and it is perfume to my senses. Time slows. The rhythm of the walk and the 
movement  
of the leaves become my focus. My saddle creaks and the leather rein in my hand  softens with the warmth. 
 
I consider the simple statement . . . I ride. I think of all I do because I ride. Climb granite slabs, wade into a 
freezing lake, race a friend through the Manzanita all the while laughing and feeling my heart in my chest.  
Other days just the act of mounting and dismounting can be a real accomplishment. Still I ride, no matter 
how tired or how much my seat bones or any of the numerous horse related injuries hurt.  
 
I ride.  
 
And I feel better for doing so. The beauty I've seen because I ride amazes me. I've ridden out to find lakes 
that remain for the most part, unseen. Caves, dark and cold beside rivers full and rolling are the scenes I see 
in my dreams The Granite Stairway at Echo Summit; bald eagles on the wing and bobcats on the prowl add 
to the empowerment and joy In my heart. I think of the people, mostly women, I've met. I consider how 
competent they all are. Not a weenie amongst the bunch. We haul 40 ft rigs, we back into tight spaces 
without clipping a tree. We set up camp. Tend the horses. We cook and keep safe. We understand and love 
our companions, the horse. 
 
We respect each other and those we encounter on the trail. We know that if you are out there riding, you 
also shovel, fill, wait and doctor. Your hands are a little rough and you travel without makeup or hair gel. You 
do without to afford the 'sickness' and probably, when you were a small girl, you bounced a model horse 
while you dreamed of riding a real one.  
 
"My treasures do not chink or glitter, they gleam in the sun and neigh in the night"  
 
Author:  an 87-yr old very active horseback riding mother – name unknown. Submitted by Sylvia Roper, as 
received from Wanda Wood 

 

 

 
THIS IS FOR ALL YOU FEMALE EQUESTRIANS OUT THERE....... Submitted by Sylvia Roper, 
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Elections for vacant Board seats will be held at the Annual Meeting in Camden on Feb 6, 2010.  
Nominations are as follows: 
 

President – Carol Deacon - Rock Hill  

Carol has served for past two years and is eligible to be re-elected annually 

through 2014. The nominating committee believes she has done an excellent job 

and recommends her for reelection as our President for 2010. Her personal 

information is on the SCHC website @ www.schorsecouncil.org  

 

District 5 Director – Tommy Doyle - Charleston 

Tommy Operates Palmetto Carriage 

Works, LTD of Charleston. Tommy has 

been involved with horses and carriage 

operations since the tender age of 5 in the family business.  He truly exemplifies our 

SCHC bumper slogan, “SC horses mean SC business.” Tommy serves as President of 

the Carriage Operators of North America.  In that capacity, he participated in and 

addressed the American Horse Council Forum on the Welfare of the Horse, convened 

in Washington, DC, this past June.  Tommy explained the standards of care for 

carriage horses and how they monitor them constantly to ensure they are fit to work in 

their local conditions.  He also serves on the Board of the Animal Welfare Council 

and on the Board of the Unwanted Horse Coalition. His wife, Herdi and Son, Thomas reside in Charleston. A true spokesman 

for the horse, Tommy Doyle would be a great addition to the Board of Directors for the South Carolina Horsemen’s Council.  

We look forward to his input as our council strives to promote, protect, and improve the horse industry in South Carolina.   

 

Director at Large– Elizabeth Steed – Ravenel 

Elizabeth is married to Kelly Ross Steed and they have a daughter, Anna Hendrix. Elizabeth 
was raised on a working farm on Johns Island, South Carolina.  She learned every aspect of 
equine care, training, and breeding from her grandfather and, in later years, through 

veterinarians she worked with.  Elizabeth has witnessed the improvement of equine care as 
well as more humane training techniques over the last 42 years and would like to help 
continue this improvement through service. 
Elizabeth attended Sea Island Academy and St. Johns High School where she graduated in 
1983. She attended Baptist College and has taken various legal secretary and veterinary 
technician continuing education programs. She has been involved in equine training, care, 
and rescue since childhood. Her love for children and horses led her to develop and operate 
one of the largest and most respected children’s entertainment companies, Carrousel and 
Castles, in South Carolina.  She sold the company in 1995 in order to focus on her young 
children.  She entered the legal secretary field in 1995 and was employed by two prominent Charleston attorneys, G. Simms 
McDowell and Steven A. James.  She later used her office skills to manage Edisto Equine Clinic for Dr. John Malark at which 
time she began veterinary technician training including anesthesia and emergency surgery work.  She was employed by Dr. 
Mark Shambley, DVM, for several years in the same capacity.  During her full time employment over the past 20 years she has 
rehabilitated over 100 horses, dogs, and other farm animals.  Her passion for such work led her to assist Colleton County 
when they seized 47 horses in May of 2009.  She took in 33 of the 47 horses and, realizing the growing need for this type of 
service, founded Livestock and Equine Awareness and Rescue Network, L.E.A.R.N. which is a recognized non-profit 
corporation in the State of South Carolina and in the process of obtaining 501c3 status.  She believes that education is the key 

to ending the cycle of animal abuse and neglect.  Elizabeth continues to run a children’s entertainment business, trains 
horses/mules, provides guided trail rides throughout the Low Country, as well as gives riding lessons.   
Elizabeth’s 20 year old son was killed in an automobile accident on December 30, 2007.  She joined Families of Highway 
Fatalities so that she could spread the message to wear seatbelts, do not drink and drive, and remember it can happen to you 

or someone you love.  She speaks at schools and court ordered programs around South Carolina. She attends Christ St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and James Island Christian Church. She enjoys spending time with friends and family.  She babysits for 
several young families and cherishes the time she spends with the children. Elizabeth would be a welcome addition to our 

board. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other nominations may be made from the floor at our annual meeting. 

Elections 2010 
 

http://www.schorsecouncil.org/
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18 Things I Bet You Didn’t Know About Charleston’s  

Oldest Carriage Company, 

Palmetto Carriage Works at the Big Red Barn! 

 

 

1) Our herd is made up of 31 mules, 9 horses, 2 miniature donkeys, 1 miniature horse, 3 goats, and 4 chickens. 

2) Our average animal age is 15. 

3) Our average animal workday is 6 hours. 

4) Our animals average 1 week off a month. 

5) We have a live webcam in the barn (carriagetour.com – click on the webcam link). 

6) Palmetto Carriage has not had one case of heat stress or stroke in over 30 years of business. 

7) Our downtown barn will hold up to 28 animals (all in box stalls). 

8) We go through approximately 10,000 bags of shavings a year. 

9) We go through approximately 60 tons of feed a year. 

10) We go through approximately 3,500 square bales and 200 round bales a year. 

11) We go through over 2000 shoes a year. 

12) We offer a second career to animals that would often end up as another “unwanted horse statistic.” 

13) Our barn is always open to the public via webcam or walk-in. 

14) Our animals see a veterinarian a minimum of 3 times a year. 

15) The animals’ temperatures are taken after every tour. 

16) Our animals go no longer than 1 hour without access to water. 

17) All animals in our herd are micro-chipped. 

18) Palmetto Carriage follows the most comprehensive carriage animal welfare ordinance in the country. 

 

Palmetto Carriage is committed to responsible animal care and ownership. 
 

Come by and check out our facility any time you are in Charleston! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA  

EQUESTRIAN MINISTRIES 
Serving Christ on Horseback 

 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

 

www.scequestrianministries.com 

 

OFFICERS 
David Crowe, President 

Johnny Stokes, Jr., Vice President 

Roxie Kovach, Public Relations 

Lori Smith, Newsletter Editor 

Linda Tanner, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCEM is a affiliate of Equestrian Ministries International 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Ownership 

SCHC Update is published quarterly.  SCHC 

Update is the newsletter of the South 

Carolina Horsemen’s Council (SCHC).  

Subscription is by membership only.  Update 

is mailed from various locations within the 

state of SC. The articles and opinions 

expressed are not necessarily those of the 

SCHC officers, board members or the editor.  

All articles are subject to editing or omission 

at the discretion of the editor. SCHC holds 

the copyright to every newsletter edition. 

Deadline for entries and articles is the 10
th

 

day of the third month of each quarter (Mar 

10, Jun 10, Sep 10, Dec 10).   

 

For more information on advertising, or 

comments, please contact the Editor: Sylvia 

Roper @ ridingropers@peoplepc.com  or  

Vice-President Administration: Cecil 

Watkins @ cecilw1020@aol.com. 

 

mailto:ridingropers@peoplepc.com
mailto:cecilw1020@aol.com

