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The South Carolina Horseman’s Council has a new

SC Horsemen’s Council is

class being taught to Animal Control Officers in

committed to providing

South Carolina

scholarship funding to

After hearing from local Animal Control Officers that there was a lack of
training for officers in the large animal field, the South Carolina Horseman’s
Council started working on a seminar that would not only train the officers
dealing with large animals, but would also give the officers a creditable

outstanding young equestrians
in SC through our Youth
Scholarship Program. If you
are a student in grades eleven,
twelve, or in a college or
technical school program and
eighteen years or
younger, you are eligible for the
SC State Fair Equine
Scholarship competition.
The SC Horsemen’s Council
and Farm Bureau Federation are
pleased to sponsor The SC State
Fair Equine Scholarship. To

certificate for the course, which is important in the law enforcement field
when going to court. The Large Animal (Equine) Animal Control
Officer Course is being taught by two of the Council’s Board Members,
one member who has over 31 years of law-enforcement experience, and
another member who has more than 50 years of training horses, and
conducting clinics, both in the United States and Europe. The course
consists of South Carolina laws pertaining to large animals, Animal Control
Officer Safety, Horse Care, Lameness, and Standards for Horse Care.

date SCHC has awarded $12,000
in Scholarships. The SCFB
Federation will provide a
$2000 scholarship to the top
scoring individual. The SC
Horsemen’s Council
will provide a $1500 scholarship
to the second highest scoring

The class is taught in a one-day seminar with the officers interacting with
live horses. The class is taught upon request at the requesting agency for a
low-cost fee, with complimentary slots for the hosting agency.
Any agency wishing to host the seminar can contact Randy Creamer at
randy@trainatc.com or phone 864-844-3571.

individual and $500 to the
third.
http://www.schorsemenscouncil
.org/scholarships.html

SC Horses = SC Business
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council
is the only statewide organization that works for
the benefit of the equine community and the
industry we support, regardless of breed, riding
style or activity preference.

Connect, Communicate, Educate

Become a Sponsor of the SCHC!
Sponsorship provides advertising
in our newsletters,
on our web site and Facebook
at our events, clinics &
workshops.
Your support helps provide funding
for youth scholarships, stallions to
gelding grants and other activities.
Sponsorship helps the
South Carolina Horse Industry!
Join today
www.schorsecouncil.org
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council
is a Section501(c) 3 all-volunteer state-wide
non-profit organization.

Mike Kinsey- author of the Award-Winning
Back Country Basics

In my retirement years, I volunteer as a SC
Horsemen’s Council Vice President and as a
training advisor for our local Sheriff’s Mounted
Search and Rescue. I continue to publish articles,
work with the trail grant projects and donate my
time and resources to training-trainers. Part of my
motivation is increasing the miles of horse trails to
the public.
Even more alarming to me is the loss of trails for
horses. There are situations when trails are closed
specifically to horse traffic because of the riders’
rude attitudes, and very frankly, the horse riders’
mouth. Humans, when stressed, can react rudely,
and unacceptably. In the Upstate of SC, a horse
trail near a firing range, and a trail near a fishing
pond were both closed, not due to danger from the
adjacent facility. This was due to horse riders
rudely berating the other users when the rider lost
control, first of their horse, then of their emotions.
A trail in the lower part of the State is vulnerable
for the same reason. How many riders lose a
beautiful opportunity because a few lose control?
Riders need to accept that we ARE responsible for
our horses. Blaming other trail users, especially in
loud angry voices does not help our cause. The
following paragraphs about trail etiquette from a
previous article bear repeating. Although bikers
and hikers are specifically mentioned, riding along
parks, ranges, and other multi-use facilities are of
equal concern.
“Trail riders do not generally foster positive
relationships when we act arrogantly on the trail.
Too often riders heap verbal abuse on bikers when
our horse spooks at a bike on the trail. We riders
need to recognize it is NOT the bikers fault.

Spooking is the nature of our beast, and is OUR
responsibility.

Jay Sanders of Greenwood, SC and Mike Kinsey of Belton,
SC “Sharing the trail”

Learn to welcome bikers, hikers, and obstacles on
the trail as training opportunities. I never miss the
opportunity to smile, wave, and be pleasant to the
bikers and hikers, even if my horse is spooking.
I also avoid leaving big piles of surprise for others
on the trail by keeping my horse moving to spread
the fecal matter which can be more quickly
degraded by the creeping crawlers.
The last point of etiquette is that I demand my
horse give me his best. In turn, I owe him my best.
That means my staying attentive on the trail,
balanced in the saddle, and providing my best
judgment; my unimpaired judgment. Those beer
cans along the trail are not from hikers and bikers.
Let’s work on cleaning up our image as trail
riders.”
If riding on multi-use facilities causes emotional
confrontation, it may be time to change from a
riding coach to a horsemanship coach. Getting
control means getting in charge of emotions, and of
horses. Let’s not lose more trails.
Ride Responsibly
Mike Kinsey
www.StartemRight.com
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SOUTH CAROLINA HORSEMEN’S COUNCIL
ISSUES “STATEMENT OF SUPPORT” FOR
SOUTH CAROLINA CARRIAGE INDUSTRY
•

•
•
•

making a positive contribution to history and
humanity, giving the public a unique
opportunity to interact with the animals that
helped build America
giving the Working Horse the opportunity to
make a living for itself and its owners in a time-honored industry
giving native Carolinian and visitors to SC a chance to experience a living, breathing animal,
working in partnership with its driver in 21st century America
setting a standard for excellent horse care in a city environment.

TAKE TIME TO KNOW THE FACTS
http://www.schorsemenscouncil.org/sc-carriage-industry.html
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 3, 2017

SOUTH CAROLINA HORSEMEN’S COUNCIL RENEWS “STATEMENT OF
SUPPORT” FOR SOUTH CAROLINA CARRIAGE INDUSTRY AND THE CITY OF
CHARLESTON CARRIAGE HORSES AND MULES
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council today
renewed its “Statement of Support” regarding
South Carolina Carriage Industry.
“The carriage horses and mules are an iconic
symbol of the city—they are part of the cultural
heritage not only of South Carolina, but also of
America. They provide economic benefits to
multiple cities through tourism and tax revenues.
Additionally, carriage horses today introduce rural
animals to many people who would never have the
chance to see them otherwise.”
As an example, horses in Charleston are well
taken care of in terms of stables, food and water,
grooming, horseshoeing and veterinary care
including routine monitoring. Horses and mules
have their internal temperature taken after each
tour and if they are too hot, they get a break to cool
down. Additionally, if it is over 95 degrees outside
as measured by a National Weather Service
thermometer, operations are halted. The barns have
fans and misters along with shade and water, and
the horse’s tour hours include many breaks, and at
least 6 weeks of vacation a year on local farms.
With the addition of new rules from the City,
Charleston carriage horses continue to be wellregulated. Probably to most regulated in the
country, if not the world. They are covered by
regulations, and they are watched over very closely
by multiple city agencies including The City of
Charleston Dept. of Tourism and Livability/City of
Charleston Equine Mgr., City of Charleston Dept.
of Traffic and Transportation, City of Charleston
Animal Control, Charleston police Dept. Keep in
mind that these beautiful animals are also watched
over very carefully and lovingly by their owners—
and have been for many years. The state of South
Carolina has multi-disciplinary Standards for
Animal care. Additionally, each city and
municipality has its own regulations and regulatory
authority.

South Carolina Horsemen’s Council recently sent
delegates to Charleston and reviewed the animal
health, standards of care and procedures and found
them within, both legal and regulatory
requirements, but also within Standards for Horse
Care in South Carolina as adopted statewide. The
horses are a great tourist attraction for several
reasons but primarily because they ARE
HORSES—not cold, impersonal pieces of metal.
It is the opinion of the South Carolina Horsemen’s
Council that the South Carolina Carriage Industry
and the Charleston carriage horses and their owners
should be allowed to continue to operate their small
businesses without fear of reprisal (including from
animal activists) or loss of livelihood.
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council also is
renewing its calls on all other State Horse Councils
and all concerned horse groups and horsepersons
throughout the country to come to the support of
South Carolina and Charleston’s carriage horses
and the carriage industry. The world is watching to
see what happens here.
The vision of South Carolina Horsemen’s Council
is to introduce every man, woman and child to the
joys horses provide. As a part of that vision, we
will provide a viable source for everyone to share
the common bond of horsemanship and carry our
collective interests to all communities and bodies
of legislature. We further vow to bring to bear our
full and collective resources to achieve these goals.

Join our eblast
•••
For the latest on events & clinics happening in and
around SC
Please join OUR EMAIL BLAST AT
http://eepurl.com/RomJP AND FACEBOOK
PAGE AT
http://facebook.com/pages/south-carolinahorsemens-council

Become a Member of South Carolina Horsemen's Council
and

American Horse Council!
What The Council Does For You!
UNITES equine enthusiasts regardless of
specific interests on matters that impact our
right to own and keep horses/ other equines for
business and recreation.
REPRESENTS equine enthusiasts on issues
affecting the equine community and the
industry we support. The SCHC Membership
in the American Horse Council ensures that we
are also represented in
Washington.
EDUCATES members, elected and
government officials and the general public
about the benefits of equestrian activities and
programs. These include the Youth Scholarship
Program, Horse Welfare, Stallions to Geldings
Grants, Trail Mapping, SCHC trail ride, Annual
Expo, clinics, seminars, and disaster
preparedness plans.
PROMOTES the common interests of the
horse industry in SC.

What You Do for the Council!
JOIN! Any individual, family, farm,
business, or organization interested in horses
and the equine industry should join the council.
Power exists in numbers. People who share
a love for, interest in, or investment in horses
and the horse industry have united to ensure
that their views are represented to state and
federal agencies, the media and the public at
large.
Your membership adds strength to assure
that your voice is heard in our continuing
efforts to keep our animals, maintain our trails
and recreation areas, and protect the future
growth of our state horse industry in
recreational, business and personal endeavors.
Your membership helps to defray the cost
of SCHC programs and efforts to assure your
voice is heard.

Mongol Derby 2017
by Liz Ampairee

The 2017 Mongol Derby, the world’s longest and toughest
horse race, has been jointly won by 29-year-old Ed Fernon,
an Olympic pentathlete from Sydney, Australia, and 51-yearold Barry Armitage, a former professional sailor turned
adventurer, from South Africa, first past the post in 2012 (but
thwarted by a vet
penalty).
They crossed the
finish line
together in ‘stinking hot conditions’ and have covered the
1000km’s in seven days riding 12 hours a day – and in some
of the worst conditions the race has ever seen.
On arrival at the finish line, both headed straight into the
lake to cool off.
In 3rd place, just a few hours behind was 40-year-old
Jakkie Mellett, from Lyndon in South Africa who has
displayed incredible riding skills throughout, but
received a vet penalty at the final urtuu (horse station)
meaning a two hour wait before he could give chase to
the others. This means the race had an all-male southern
hemisphere podium this year!
Likely to finish next (tomorrow) are William ‘Dingo’
Comiskey, 29, from Long Reach, Australia and joint
winner in 2016, and Warren Sutton, 45, from Victoria,
Australia.
The pictures are of the three finishers (as initialed) and should be credited to Julian Herbert @ Mongol
Derby 2017 - do ask for more pictures if you would like them.
To follow the continuing action, stay glued to the trackerboard and twitter feed:
https://twitter.com/mongolderbylive https://www.theadventurists.com/mongol-derby-2017-dashboard
Liz Ampairee
www.lizampairee.com
www.facebook.com/lizampaireeconsulting

DID YOU KNOW there were 3 riders from SC?
Rachel Land 38 from Easley, SC
Clare Summers 59 from Pendleton, SC
Julie Ficher 65 from Hartsville, SC

SCHC S
our
803.230.8810

Take steps now to protect your animals during hurricanes
Tom Hallman,
Public Service and Agriculture; College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences

COLUMBIA — When a Hurricane Harvey happens here,
will you be ready? South Carolina is every bit as
vulnerable to hurricanes as Texas. Preparing for them is
up to you. And the decisions you make affect not only
you, but your animals, from your pet gerbil to your
American Quarter Horse and everything in between.
“Many animal owners are hesitant to evacuate unless they
know their animals will be safe,” said Charlotte Krugler,
emergency preparedness veterinarian for Clemson
University Livestock-Poultry Health (LPH). “But staying
behind can put families in harm’s way, even causing loss
of life. And leaving the animals behind can hamper the
efforts of first responders entering the area to deal with
human life and safety issues. For these reasons, it’s
essential to plan ahead and consider all options for
sheltering.”
Clemson LPH has compiled helpful information for
animal owners, including hurricane guidance for
livestock owners. Its Emergency Preparedness
webpage includes a list of emergency equine stable sites
and other information to help you prepare for the care of
your animals in disasters.
“Early preparation can help you mitigate losses should
your farm be in the path of strong winds, flooding or
spinoff tornadoes,” Krugler said.
“Human life and safety always comes first,” she said.
“During emergencies, most animal issues really boil
down to people issues. So the goal is to provide the safest
possible circumstances for everyone, which ultimately
includes animals, too.”
If you plan to evacuate ahead of the storm with some or
all of your animals, plan now. Maintain a current list of
potential destinations and their requirements, and get an
early start.
“Trailers and high winds are not a good combination.
Also, by leaving earlier than others you may avoid heavy
traffic and bridge closures,” Krugler said. “If you decide
to move your horses, you should know where you’re
going. Make arrangements with friends or emergency
stable sites in advance.”

Even if you plan to keep your animals at home,
preparation now is essential.
“Horses have lived outside for thousands of years and
their instinct will go a long way toward keeping them out
of trouble,” Krugler said. “Ensure that feed and water are
available for them and check your barn and your pasture
for hazards. During a hurricane, leading causes of injury
and death include collapsed barns, dehydration,
electrocution and accidents from fencing failure.”
If fences are destroyed by destructive winds, loose horses
may wander for miles, so identification on each horse is
vital. Before you leave, make sure your horses have
proper ID. You can use livestock tags, neck bands or
even luggage tags secured in the horses’ manes to
identify every horse on your property. You can even
write a phone number on the horse’s body with livestock
crayon.
Veterinarians and emergency personnel agree that microchipping is the ideal method of identification. Check with
your veterinarian about having this done. If your horse or
any of your other animals are microchipped, make sure
you register your contact information with the microchip
company and keep it current if your address or phone
numbers change. This is essential so that you can be
reached if your animal is found at-large.
If your horse has a microchip, tattoo or freeze brand, take
the paperwork with you. You also need photographs of
each horse in case you have to prove ownership.
To alert responders, use a can of spray paint to write on
the outside barn wall “Horses Inside” or “Horses in
Pasture” with contact phone numbers. Be sure someone
in the area knows where you will be. It’s also a good idea
to have a neighborhood agreement that whoever returns
first will make welfare checks on each other’s animals.
“Hurricanes in our part of the country aren’t an ‘if,’
they’re a ‘when,’” Krugler said. “Peak hurricane season
is mid-September and we know South Carolina will face
a landfall sooner or later. Preparing now can save trouble,
save money and save lives.”
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AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL

JOIN / RENEW NOW AND YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS GOOD THRU 2018
DISCOUNTED MEMBERSHIP!
Take advantage of the South Carolina Horsemen’s
Council newest program. SCHC is giving discounts to
approved SC Associations, Organizations, club
members.
SCHC is looking to reach all disciplines of the equine
community in SC by networking your club,
Associations, Organizations.
Interested in becoming a SCHC partner?
Becoming a SCHC partner has many benefits for your
organization and the members you serve.
For as little as $35 your Club, Association,
Organization can become a member of the South
Carolina Horsemen’s Council, your members can add
their voice to the equine industry by joining SCHC at a
discounted rate of $10. A formal partnership with
SCHC is one more way you could grow your

membership, increase equine awareness and provide
exclusive benefits to your members.
• Promotional Opportunities – Let SCHC
promote your organization and members on
our links page.
• Networking Opportunities- Network with
likeminded equestrians.
• Resources- tap into SCHC resources.
• Events- join events at a discounted rate or
free.
• Make a difference in the equine communityNew members provide fresh ideas.
Memberships run a calendar year from Jan 1- Dec
31. Discounted members will be considered
Individual Members and will have all the rights and
benefits afforded to them. SCHC members help to
achieve SCHC goals. Read about them
www.schorsecouncil.org

Why Should You Join or Rejoin?

The SCHC is the only statewide organization that works for the benefit of the equine community
and the industry we support. It represents all breeds, riding styles and activity preferences.
Your support funds Youth Scholarships, FFA, Stallions to Geldings Program, sends a youth to
camp yearly and other activities. It also helps SCHC to better serve the horse community, to
educate our members, our elected government officials, and the public about the benefits of
equestrian activities. SCHC offers a supplemental insurance to its members. For a small fee, you
can be protected. Read more on our website.
Connect, Communicate, Educate
Be part of the SC equine community. Help promote, protect and further our right to own and
keep horses and other equines for business and recreation. Take advantage of discounts offered
by SCHC, local businesses and the American Horse Council. Know what is going on in the state
that concerns our horses and our public lands. Take part in sponsored trail rides, clinics and
programs.
www.schorsemenscouncil.org

